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Another season has come and gone.  
 
We hope you and your family enjoyed another terrific  
summer at Point O' Woods. As you saw from the postcard, in  
an effort to be green, we will be posting our newsletters on  
our website: http://pointowoodsct.com/ Please be sure to  
refer to the website for announcements and updates on a  
regular basis. The new website is also an excellent resource 
for many questions you may have, or forms you may need to  
complete. If you prefer a hard copy of the newsletter please 
contact the office and one will be mailed to you.  
 
Your Board of Governors is busy assessing project areas and  
potential improvements for next year. We had a busy June, 
with four previous board members finishing their term and 
four fresh faces jumping into action. Thank you Bill Griffin, 
Greg McKenna, Harry Ritson, Sandra Downes for all of your 
hard work and numerous hours you put forth for the POW  
community. Welcome new board members Carl Filios, 
Wayne Buchanan, Jennifer Reyes and Michael D'Aquilla.  
 
 
We hope you enjoy the updates from your board of  
governors and we wish you and your family a wonderful 
holiday season. See you all in the spring.  
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POW Administrative Office  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We welcomed a new face to our adminis-  
trative office Pamela Walters. She replaced 
Jean Smith, who took on the task to get our 
administrative needs put in place. We now  
have a lot of the administrative tasks  
streamlined, with forms, data, and our  
website to be more efficient in this age of 
technology.  

A database has been created that will make  
it much easier to locate people and keep 
track of golf carts, parking stickers, and  
boats. It will be more efficient to do mail- 
ings and process requests for emergency 
maintenance during the summer. It is a  
continuous effort to track property trans-  
fers, and incorrect mailing addresses on  
property tax bills. This is an ongoing prob- 
lem with numerous houses being sold and a 
number of properties owned by multiple 
people.  
 
If you need to update your address with the  
POW office, please contact Pamela at: 
(860) 434-5686 or powoffice@att.net  
The POW website also has an online form:  
http://pointowoodsct.com/emailaddresschange/  

 
 
 

Interested in joining the Board of Governor's Nominating Committee?  
Contact the Administrative Office today!  
 
 

Ordinance  
 

Scanning History  
 
The task of cleaning out  
years of minutes and  
POW records has  
begun with minutes 

dating back to 1933.  
 
 
All minutes will be  
scanned in, giving us  
permanent records  
that won't disappear  
when the paper 

deteriorates.  

 

As a reminder, at our annual meeting on June 7th, the existing sign 
ordinance was revised.  
 
Phone calls were made to local real estate companies in  
September advising them to please be aware of the sign size  
restrictions and the 1 sign per property rule when listing the prop-  
erty. Letters were sent to real estate companies on November 1,  
again reminding them of our newly revised ordinance policy along  
with the copy of the ordinance which clearly states the size 
restrictions. Copies were also sent to the homeowners with 
houses for sale.  
 
As of January 1, 2015 a fine will be issued to the homeowner for 
non-compliance of the ordinance.  
 
This ordinance can be also found on the website at:  
pointowoodsct.com. Please feel free to contact the administrative 
office for further assistance.  
 
Faith Weiss  
powordinance@att.net  
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Beach  
 

Our season started off with beach  
re-grading by Al Bond. Preparation and 
clean was done by Jeff Keish followed by 
daily grooming and seaweed removal by 
Harry Plaut Environmental. Thanks to all 
for an exceptional job keeping our beach 
pristine this season.  

Please remember only ice cream and water is allowed on the beach. The No Food rule is  
what helps keep our beach so clean and seagull free.  
The Boats on the Beach program was a huge success with an all time high enrollment of  
sailboats, kayaks, and paddleboards. The lottery system of stickers worked well, howev- er the 
procedure will change to a first come first serve basis in the spring.  
There will be a limited number of spaces for sailboats, and a wait list system will be  
enacted if needed. The fees for kayaks, paddle boards and small boats will be $40 and  
$80 for sail boats. The fee for the sailboats increased because they take up twice the size 
of a kayak. Look for updates on our website over the winter months.  
 
Just a reminder that all kayaks, paddle boards and small boats are to remain outside of the 
swim area to avoid injury to swimmers. We still have one lone kayak as of today on the beach. 
Please come and claim it.  
All safety swim lines, mushroom anchors and the swim raft have been removed from  
the water and will be stored at Anderson Park for the winter. The safety line for the raft was 
new this season and held up well. The raft, however, is aging and in need of repair  
and a new ladder. This work will be assessed over the winter and completed prior to next 
season. All lines will be checked and ready to go for next summer.  
Jennifer Reyes  
powbeachct@att.net  

 
 
 
Boat Basin  
 
The boat basin went well  
this season. We will be  
replacing any bent poles 

this spring.  
We are also planning on  
fixing the plumbing system  
around the basin and 

adding new hoses.  
Please remove your pulley  
systems for the winter. If  
we change a pole your  
pulley system will be lost.  
 
 
Peter Roberge  
powboats@att.net  
 
 
 
 
 
Winter Patrol  
 
The winter security for the  
year round residents has 

started. Rick Frascerrilli,  
Scott Phelps and Fred  

Roads  
We raised the area around seven-  
teen manhole covers as the plow 
was starting to catch the cast iron  
covers and breaking small pieces off.  
We hired Al Bond Excavating to  
complete that job as well as have  
him pave and gradually taper off the 
right of way at 60 Ridgewood Road. 
We also had him re-do a full curb on  
Seaview and Walnut as water was  
coming over the curb there and  
getting into a basement!  

 
 
Looks like CL&P did come out and 
take care of the two lights I asked  
them to fix. Please remind everyone  
to contact me if they see a street  
light out. Tell them to get the pole  
number and street that it is on and I  
will contact CL&P to have them  
come out and fix!  
 
 
Mike D'Aquilla  
powroads@att.net  

Callahan will be patrolling 

around the community for 

various shifts.  
 
 
If you see something out of  
the ordinary please contact 

the Old Lyme Police Dept.  
(860) 434 - 7340.  

They are here to assist us.  
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Old Lyme Alerts  
 
The Town of Old Lyme has  
launched Old Lyme Alerts, an  
Emergency Notification Sys- 

tem. Residents and business 

owners can register with 

their preferred contact 

information  
in order to automatically  
receive messages from the 

Town about emergency or 

urgent situations.  
 
The contact information you  
provide is protected. It will not  

Grounds  
 
The grounds crew hopes you had a 
pleasant and enjoyable summer.  
They worked hard to keep our  
grounds and landscape in top condi-  
tion despite obstacles, including  
Jeff's health and Scott's departure to  
the corporate world. Captain Jack  
returned with Tom Bresch to contin- 
ue the summer maintenance. Many 
others stepped in with their volun-  
teer efforts that are greatly appreci- 
ated.  
 
 
 
Recreation  

 

 
 
Looking forward, we continue to 
clean up Anderson Park, the old  
tennis court, the hill along the new  
tennis courts and are anticipating 
repairing the seawall on Seaview.  
 
Work has been completed on the 
bridge by the ice cream truck and  
improved the issue of the damaged 
wood sections.  
 
Bud Phelps  
powgrounds@att.net  

be used for any other purpose. 

Even if you have already regis- 

tered for notifications through 

the state system (ctalert.gov),  
it is recommended that you 

also register for local alerts.  
 
Register online:  
www.oldlyme-ct.gov  
 
Or you can obtain a hard copy  
form at the Town Hall, Lymes'  
Senior Center, or the OLPGN  
Library  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The newly developed  
Point O' Woods website is  

updated continually.  
 

Please check for updates and  
the latest Point O' Woods 
news or announcements.  
 

 
http://pointowoodsct.com/  

The recreation program's mission is to make new friends, rekindle old friendships  
and build summer memories. This is accomplished by numerous events sponsored  
by the recreation Program. The highlights of the summer season included Halloween in 
July, the sand sculpture and Reggae band on the beach in August, as well as week- ly 
boardwalk bingo and movie nights. Look for Jazz in July and the arrival of a fishing 
tournament next year.  
 
 
The rubberized mulch on the playground was well received and will have more add- ed to 
the area next year. The area had become saturated with the playground mulch  
which over the years of had built up and was turning into dirt. The new rubberized 
mulch will not have this problem. It should last for years and provides a nice shock- 
absorbing cushion. Another load will be added in the spring. This mulch is expensive  
so please be considerate and do not throw it outside of the playground area. The wind 
screens for the pavilion are still being considered and the basketball hoops should be in 
place for next year's summer season.  
 
 
The summer camp, despite high enthusiasm by the rec counselors and c.i.t.s, lacked  
campers to attend the daily activities. The introduction of weekly color wars and  
tennis lessons just did not draw interest of our POW children. The thought is many  
kids are now specializing in individual sports or are attending summer school and are not 
around the beach community as much. The other factor is the kids are all getting older 
(including my son who was 3 when I headed up this program ten years ago).  
There is a shift in the ages and the young children are here less frequently. This win-  
ter we will be looking at restructuring the program to better suit the needs of the  
community. If you have any thoughts or suggestions please reach out.  
 
 
Lastly if you are around on New Year's Day stop down to the beach at noon for our  
own Polar Plunge. This has been going on for over ten years now and it seems to draw 
more spectators than dippers. It is a great way to start off the New Year and  
always fun to see who is brave enough to get wet!  
 

 
Beth Kelly  
powrecreation@att.net  
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Security  
 
The security team from University of New Haven provided outstanding service and protection to our beach  
community this summer. They were very well received by our community and did a terrific job communi-  
cating and enforcing our regulations. The golf carts continue to be an issue with underage drivers and reck-  
less driving at night. We will be looking into this further for next year. The security schedule will also be 
reviewed over the winter in an effort to schedule weekends in June and September and modify hours in mid-
August when the community shifts into back-to-school mode. It looks like when the colleges get out,  
we begin to get some partying that runs late into the night. This is particularly a problem at the main  
beach. We may also consider adding some coverage in September, to deal with non-Point O' Woods peo- ple who 
seem to believe this is no longer a private beach during the off-season.  
 
 
Lastly, the main entrance to the parking lot will be closed December 1st and barriers will be placed across  
Champion Rd to limit access. This has been in place for several seasons and works out well. It allows for better 
monitoring of cars coming in and out and as for Champion Rd that is the only road with out a year round 
resident living on that street.  
 
Fred Callahan  
powcop@att.net  
 
 

Board of Governors 
Meeting Dates 2015  
 
 

Winter Maintenance  
 
The annual leaf cleanup is in progress and will continue until  
December 19th. Only leaves placed in paper bags will be picked  
up roadside. There is no individual or commercial dumping of 
leaves in Anderson Park or along the POW roads. We hope to  
be able to have all leaves picked up before the onset of winter.  

The sander has been  
repaired and along with 
the truck and is ready to  
go. Stakes for the plowing  
have been put out and  
arrangements have been 
made for plowing should 
Jeff not be available.  

 
March 24  
April 28 
May 26 
June 23 
July 28  

August 25  
September 22  

October 27  
November 17  
 

The monthly board meetings are  
held at the Old Lyme Phoebe Griffin 
Noyes Library in Old Lyme, CT unless  

otherwise noted.  
 

Meetings begin at 6:30PM, and 
POW residents are encouraged  

to attend.  
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The Board of Governors makes every effort to participate in the  
governance process in our Town of Old Lyme. It is very important 
that our owners understand actions of the Board of Selectmen and  
how it affects the owners and residents of Point O' Woods. You  
may go online and sign up to receive email notifications including 
the agendas of upcoming Old Lyme Committees, as well as receive  
the minutes of those meetings. To sign up, navigate to the Town 
Homepage at www.oldlyme-ct.gov and click the tab "subscribe to  
news."  
 
OLD LYME BOARD OF SELECTMEN STIPEND COMMITTEE:  
Since the 1920's the Town of Old Lyme has returned a portion of  
Town property taxes to several beach associations, including Point  

Tales from the Town of Old Lyme  
 
to prevent future problems would still be appropriate. Some private  
beach associations were prepared to move forward under their  
independent WPCA's, just as Point O' Woods led the way several  
years ago. For many years, the Town of Old Lyme has had a policy  
of Sewer Avoidance; that is, seeking to address wastewater chal- 
lenges on individual properties without the need for larger scale  
infrastructure. However, the Town of Old Lyme, concerned that a  
"fragmented" approach could be more costly than a unified ap-  
proach, and could involve substantial additional expenses if  
wastewater challenges were identified in other parts of town after  
the beach associations' solution was constructed, elected to con-  
duct its own area-wide wastewater management study under a 
Town WPCA. The Town hired an engineering firm to review the  

O' Woods. This Stipend is currently about 1% of the Town tax reve- existing information, collect new data, and re-evaluate the options  
nue, of which Point O' Woods receives $20,000 annually. The Sti-  for addressing Old Lyme's long-term wastewater needs. Based on 5  
pend is intended to be a return for town services not rendered due criteria (home density, soil permeability, depth of ground water, lot  
to the private and seasonal nature of our community, and for  size and sea level rise), the consultants have recommended the  
providing our own security to control "nuisance" activities, including conversion of up to 1500 home septic systems into a sewer system  
those that violate Town ordinances. This year the Old Lyme Board  
of Selectmen chartered a temporary committee to examine this  
Stipend practice and to make recommendations to ensure fairness 
and balance between those associations receiving stipends, those 
associations not receiving stipends, and the residents of Old Lyme  

that conveys wastewater to New London, just as our POW system 
operates. Following the first town informational meeting on this 
initiative, the engineering firm revised the project area, dropping  
White Sands Beach due to their suitability for septic tank treatment.  
The current project area includes up to 8 high-risk areas that have  

overall. As part of the process, our POW Association President Carl the potential to pollute Long Island Sound and nearby streams. It is 
Filios and other POW officers met with the committee and provided important to emphasize that Point o' Woods is not impacted by the  
information as to how our Stipend returns have been used to pro-  current Old Lyme sewer initiative. That being said, as tax payers to  
vide vital services to the Town, as well as our beach residents. Our the Town, we need to be informed as to impacts on our property  
own Fred Callahan from the POW Board of Governors has been a  
member of the Stipend Committee. Needless to say, indications  

taxes. At some point, a Town Meeting will be called to vote on the 
project costs, including design, bidding and construction phases.  

from the Stipend Committee and Board of Selectmen signal change The town intends to use its borrowing power to fund the project  
is coming, and possibly the reduction or elimination of Stipend  
payments that POW counts on when building our annual budget.  
 
ROUTE 156 AND SOUND VIEW BIKEWAY IMPROVEMENTS:  
Did you know that improvements are coming to our neighboring 
beach community Sound View? These include a bikeway that will 
originate at the Baldwin Bridge and terminate at a new park adja- 
cent to the Sound View public beach. The bikeway will most likely 
include a paved shoulder along most of Rt. 156, transitioning to a 
shared lane for both cars and bikes from the Black Hall Bridge into 
Sound View. Lower Hartford Avenue in Sound View will be trans- 
formed to create a sense of identity and community for the resi- 
dents while improving public safety, optimizing parking, and en-  
hancing business activities. The lower end of Hartford Ave on the 
right just before Pond Avenue will be transformed into a park that 
incorporates parking, public restrooms, and ample green space for 
public use, including picnicking and town concerts "on the green." 
This park area will be designed to be resilient to storm events, and  
the entire project is being substantially funded with State grants.  
 
OLD LYME WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHORITY (WPCA):  
Now that Point O' Woods has successfully completed our shift to 
sewers for wastewater treatment, other neighboring beaches are 
confronting similar groundwater contamination related to inade-  
quate septic systems. In some beaches, contamination clearly  
showed the impacts of development in soils poorly suited for the 
density of homes that currently exists. As we also know, CT DEEP  
can require action even without contamination when the  
"potential" for such a problem is so high that a long-term solution  

and recoup the costs from the impacted properties "over time." 
There are no absentee ballots for town meetings - you must be  
present to vote. Currently, the Town WPCA anticipates this Town  
Meeting to be scheduled in the spring. Check out the Town website 
www.oldlyme-ct.gov for up to date details and schedules.  
 
BOATHOUSE/HAINS PARK IMPROVEMENTS:  
On October 6th 2014 those residents attending a special Town  
Meeting approved the expenditure of $405,000 for the purpose of 
demolishing and reconstructing a new rowing boathouse complete  
with adjustable shell rack systems that increase the boathouse  
capacity on Rogers Lake by 65%. The balance of the $883,000 out-  
lay is planned to be funded through the State Small Town Grant 
Process. While this expense represents about 5% of the entire  
Town budget, the money is being taken, wisely or unwisely, from  
our Town's important rainy day contingency account, circumventing  
the annual budget process. As was stated earlier, this action was  
taken at a Town Meeting, for which absentee ballots are not provid-  
ed - you must be present to vote, and in this case, the rowing es- 
tablishment turned out in large numbers. The final vote was 100  
for, and 73 against the project. While the project improvements are  
borne only by the taxpayers of Old Lyme, the beneficiaries are pri-  
marily the Old Lyme Rowing Association (members from many  
townships) and the Lyme Old Lyme High School Rowing Team. At a  
time when our OL Board of Selectmen may eliminate the Stipend 
directed to the security of our Old Lyme beaches, they advocated  
for a boathouse benefitting far fewer. Regrettably, the Town  
Meeting tactic used by the Selectmen for many years diminishes the  
voice of the beach communities.  
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