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From the President  

As the summer passes at the beach we turn the page to a 

much quieter winter season. This past summer went very 

well with only a few minor incidents, which allowed us 

all to enjoy a great season. The board will be working on 

several projects throughout the winter. They include 

dredging the channel in the spring and work will begin 

on the bulk head in the boat basin over the next 2-6 

years. The beach should be graded by the time you read 

this article. 

We will continue work on the fence ordinance 

throughout the winter.  

The Board of Governors is always looking for any 

suggestions for improving POW. The Board welcomes 

your questions, recommendations, and ideas.  The best 

way to bring these to the Board is to attend a board 

meeting.  Meetings are held once each month during 

March - November to address current and future 

issues.  Alternatively the Board reviews all 

correspondence from residents at these meetings 

including email, letters, and messages from the website. 

Each year three positions on the POW Board of 

Governors become available.  Board members serve for 

3 years and each governor has an area of focus (Beach, 

Boat Basin, Recreation, Roads, Grounds and 

Maintenance, Ordinance and Security) that could change 

each year. The Board also elects their President and Vice 

President from among the members.  Property owners 

who are interested in POW thriving are perfect 

candidates for the Board. If you are interested, please 

contact any Board member or the POW Office. 

Last thing is the 100 year Centennial events that are 

being planned by a committee chaired by Nancy 

Moynihan.  They are putting a lot of time and effort into 

this and will make it a fun weekend celebration. There 

will be many opportunities for volunteers.  There is also 

a book being written by one of our residents, Tom 

Gworek, about the history of Point O’Woods. It will be 

available in the spring.  

 

Please have a healthy and safe winter season and we'll 

see you in the spring. 

Pete Roberge, BOG President 
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The Centennial Season - 2019 

2019 will be the 100th Anniversary of the establishment 

of Point O'Woods. Most POW residents, families and 

friends feel this is a HUGE milestone and the celebration 

should reflect that.  In response to that sentiment, the 

Board and Women’s Club are planning an exciting 

centennial celebration.  Additionally, the centennial 

theme will be evident in many ways throughout the 

Centennial Season.   

This summer, the Women’s Club sponsored 2 

brainstorming sessions to obtain ideas from the 

community on how they may want to celebrate the 

event.  Numerous ideas for entertainment, competitions, 

food events, dance events, fireworks, memorabilia, 

etc. were produced.  

 Nancy Sulick Moynihan has been appointed as 

Chairperson of the Centennial Planning Committee, 

Beth Kelly, Recreation Commissioner, as well as Danne 

Pineo and Jan Tonucci from the Women’s Club were the 

initial committee members. As planning progressed 

others were added to the committee to perform the 

extensive work ahead. These members include: Mike 

LaFleur, Stephanie Kimball, Bill Chamberlain, Stacey 

Murdock, Heidi Fontneau, John Sulick and Ken Russell.  

The weekend of July 26, 27, 28 has been established as 

“THE BIG EVENT”. There will be eating, dancing, 

much entertainment and fireworks from a barge off the 

beach. 

All other 2019 summer events, which are being planned 

by either the Women’s Club or the Point O’Woods 

Association, will be tied into celebrating of the 100 Year 

Milestone. 

They have a lot of winter work and will need many 

volunteers to help make the celebration a success. If you 

would like to help, contact Pam Spadaccini at the office 

and let her know how you can help. 

 Next summer will be an exciting one so mark your 

calendars and stay tuned. Further information will be 

posted on the website, pointowoodsct.com, as plans get 

firmed up. 

 

 

 

 

History of Point O'Woods 
Tom Gworek, a Point O'Woods resident, has been 

working for some time on a history book of Point 

O'Woods. Tom has included over 100 color and black & 

white photos and many stories from residents about the 

community. The book will be wonderful to share with 

your family and guests or as a gift to those you know 

who have a special interest in Point O'Woods. Look for 

the book to be available during the Centennial Season 

for purchase. 

Beach  

 
It was a reasonably quiet season for the beach and we 

experienced no major storms or hurricanes.  Due to 

unusual circumstances, we missed getting the beach 

graded early in the season.  That resulted in the boat 

racks being higher than usual. Some Champion Road 

residents expressed concerns about the height of the 

racks, which partially obstructed their view. That will be 

resolved in 2019 since beach grading has been done. 

This will reduce the amount of sand deposited on 

Champion Road during the winter by storms.  We will 

evaluate it in early April or early May.  

A new rack was built by Lou Patria to accommodate an 

increasing demand for storage of boats on the 

beach.  We re-instated the limit of two stickers per 

residence, in order to give every interested person a 

chance.  After all initial requests were satisfied, the limit 

was lifted near the end of June.  

  

Our maintenance crew continues to repair things like the 

raft and swim lines.  Equipment is being replaced as 

necessary to ensure safety. 

 

The beach will be ready for 2019! 

 

Carl Filios, Beach Commissioner 
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Grounds   

 

Fall has arrived and new duties await our superb Head of 

Maintenance, Rick Frascarelli, and assistant Tom 

Cretens. This summer brought a combination of a hot, 

dry July and a wet August; Rick and Tom did a great job 

keeping all of our public grounds in beautiful condition. 

Last winter's repairs to the equipment assured all was in 

running order throughout the summer.  
 

They are putting away the mowers and turn to leaf 

removal. Roadside leaf pick up will run from Monday, 

November 5 through Friday, December 14. This service 

is strictly for POW residents. Remember, paper bags 

only and no brush or sticks. There will be NO 

commercial or residential drop off at Andersen Park. 

 

A new sander has been purchased to replace the 20 year 

old sander we had. The new sander is easier to put on 

and off the truck and will create a more even spread of 

the sand mixture for our roads. The one way signs will 

be put up from mid-December through March. Upper 

Ridgewood will remain one way throughout the season 

while Oak, Walnut, Carrington, and Seaview should be 

observed as one-way when snow has accumulated and 

makes two way traffic dangerous. 

 

In an effort to keep all residents safe and to assure 

visitors and contractors observe our speed limits and 

traffic signs, speed bumps have been installed at three 

stop signs: the beach entrance, the corner of Sargent and 

Hough, and Oak and Seaview. Please advise guests and 

contractors to adhere to speed limits, parking rules, and 

road restrictions. 

 

For those of you that have left or are planning to leave 

for the season, enjoy your time away and know that the 

grounds crew will make sure everything is in great 

condition upon your return for the summer of 2019! 

 

Bud Phelps, Grounds Commissioner 

Boat Basin  

 
The boat basin did well with no major problems this past 

summer season.  The fence around the boat basin was 

replaced with a white fence of material that will 

withstand the weather. The channel dredging has been 

approved by the DEEP and will be complete before the 

2019 summer.  The engineering study of the bulk head is 

complete and we plan to start repairs in 2020.  Winter 

work is scheduled to replace ladders and the poles that 

were damaged by boats left in the boat basin during 

storms.  

 

Because of the amount of damage done due to high 

winds we will be looking into a new regulation that after 

September 15th boats will have to be removed if a storm 

is in the forecast. When possible, an email will be sent to 

alert boat basin renters of approaching bad weather. 

 

Reminder that all Boat Basin wait list applications for 

2018 season should have been submitted by November 

15th.   The renewals for slip holders will be mailed out in 

February and are due back by March 15, 2019 along 

with a copy of your CT registration and check made 

payable to Point O’Woods Association, and mailed to 

PO Box 152, South Lyme, CT 06376. 

 

Michael LaFleur, Boat Basin Commissioner 

 

Ordinance   

Another summer has come to an end and we are at the 

height and splendor of autumn. The beautiful trees that 

makes Point O’Woods so unique certainly gives many of 

us residents pause as we clean up those falling autumn 

leaves!  Please remember as you clear your leaves off 

your property do not place them in the street or on other 

Point O’Woods property. There is a fine of $250 plus 

clean-up fee for any leaves that Point O’Woods must 

clean up and remove.  Leaves can be put into brown leaf 

recyclable collection bags and left on your curb prior to 
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December 3rd and they will be collected by our 

maintenance crew. 

Although it is off season many POW Ordinances still 

apply.  The ordinances can be viewed online at 

www.pointowoodsct.com click on Security and the 

complete list is in the drop down box.  A select few 

ordinances are “seasonal” but most still apply year 

round. No parking on the street is one of the ordinances 

that remain in effect throughout the year; parking cars, 

boats or placing dumpsters on roads off season is still 

prohibited.  If you have a construction project that will 

be done during the off season please make your 

contractors aware of this rule and tell them not to block 

the street with vehicles.  If you have a major project and 

will have a lot of heavy construction vehicles, please 

contact the security commissioner to discuss. 

As you are planning and starting your off-season 

construction projects please remember that the “No 

Construction Ordinance” goes into effect at midnight on 

June 24th and stays in effect until Labor Day; no 

construction can be completed during this time, so plan 

your projects accordingly.  A “No Hammer Extension” 

can only be granted for emergency situations that are 

unpredictable, not poor planning or a contractor that did 

not meet the deadline.  Let your contractors know these 

dates in advance and monitor the project as it progresses 

to make sure they are meeting the deadline. 

Please remember that we have a “No Fence Ordinance” 

and even a small fence is still a fence.   

A living hedge is allowed, will act just as well as a 

fence, look beautiful to your friends and neighbors and 

add to the charm that we have all come to treasure as 

residents of Point O’Woods! Let’s build good neighbors, 

not fences! 

A reminder as you list your properties for sale with a 

real estate agency that we have a size requirement that 

all signs must be 4 square feet or less and only one real 

estate sign per property is allowed.  The small rider signs 

that hang off the real estate sign are considered 

additional signage, please make your real estate agent 

aware of this at the time you sign the agreement.  A fine 

is associated with this and as the homeowner you are the 

responsible party and not the agent. 

Have a safe winter! 

Faith Weiss, Ordinance Commissioner 

 

Recreation  

 

Summer 2018 saw some welcomed improvements to the 

recreation area.  A new basketball court was installed in 

June, providing many hoop enthusiast with hours of 

enjoyment.  The project consisted of adding underlying 

drainage, stabilizing the base and finally rolling a new 

court surface to meet specifications. 

The tennis courts received professional cleaning and 

painting in June along with the addition of 2 pickle ball 

courts being lined.  We hope to see this activity pick up 

next summer. 

The library saw a new location, having been relocated 

from the Stitham’s garage to our larger recreation shed.  

The shed was transformed from a secret craft storage 

area to a peaceful library retreat with fresh paint, carpet, 

shelving and baskets.  The library was very well 

received with lots of books, puzzles, games and movies 

being donated.  Thank you to all the community 

librarians that helped keep it neat and organized. 

Halloween on July 31st is always a fun night at POW.  

This year we had 13 houses that de orated with spooky 

themes and generously donated candy to the 100 plus 

trick or treaters.   

The Saturday night beach concerts are enjoyed by many.  

They provide a terrific evening activity and a chance to 

catch up with friends, neighbors and family.  Many of 

the bands this summer were friends or relative of our 

community - what a talented group we have!! 

Next summer will be the 100 year celebration.  Lots of 

planning is being done to make it a summer to 

remember!! 

Rest up this winter. 

Beth Kelly, Recreation Commissioner 

 

http://www.pointowoodsct.com/
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Roads 

There are a few issues with the roads that Rick 

Frascarelli and his crew will be working on. The sander 

for the winter is reaching the end of its life span. Rick 

has worked diligently to patch it up each season but it is 

finally necessary to replace it.  

 

There will be some tree trimming and some of the drains 

will be cleaned out in preparation for the upcoming 

winter. There was some vandalism to some of the speed 

barriers, which were repaired, and several new ones 

were built.  

 

Please remember not to plant trees too close to the road 

or on POW property.  POW property line extends to at 

least the electrical poles. A small sapling planted near 

the road will turn into a pruning issue within several 

years and potentially damage the road.  If there are 

ongoing issues with a tree and its possible need for 

removal it is up to the home owner to get a survey to 

determine if the tree is actually on POW property. 

 

Michael Aron MD, Roads Commissioner.  

Security  

Security is pleased to announce that again this summer 

there were no major issues.  Thanks to all our POW 

residents for cooperating.  Our winter population at 

POW is continuing to grow each year and we take our 

winter census in December and January.  We expect 

there to be about 90 families in December and drop to 

about 65 families in January.  This is an increase from 

about 30 families in December and about 20 families in 

January 10 years ago.   

When closing your house for the winter months, please 

remember to keep all your valuables (such as stainless 

Steel grills, bikes, etc.) out of sight from the street and 

put locks on your trailers.  As always, if a resident has 

any concerns or questions about security no matter how 

large or small it may be, do not hesitate to call my cell 

phone (860) 209 2944.     

    

Fred Callahan, Security Commissioner 

 

Golf Cart Regulation 

Enforcement 

There has been an increase in incidences of underage 

driving.  It is difficult to identify underage drivers and 

when we are wrong, folks are unhappy. For the safety 

and security for all, security will strictly enforce the golf 

cart ordinance for underage or unlicensed drivers and 

golf cart privileges will be suspended for the year and a 

fine may also apply.  The Board will review the 

violation and determine if the privileges should be 

returned or not. 

When you register your golf cart next year pay close 

attention to the regulations on page 2 where you sign off 

and agree to comply.  Please inform your family, friends 

and tenants of these regulations because the owner of the 

golf cart will be responsible.  

We Make Our Neighborhood 

It goes without saying that we are all very lucky to live 

in such a beautiful private beach community.  Whether 

you like to go to the beach, take a walk, go boating or 

just sit and relax, Point O’ Woods has everything needed 

to soothe the soul.   Of course there are many who work 

hard daily, weekly or monthly to make this a reality.   

Occasionally, however, there are some who disrespect 

others’ right to peace, tranquility and safety.  While we 

have a security commissioner and other security 

personnel who can rectify some situations, the solutions 

lie with being a good neighbor and respecting the rights 

of others. Good neighbors wave at you. They may stop 

to pet your dog and chat, and buy lemonade from your 

children. Good neighbors take time to talk and smile. 

They reach out to connect to you. Good neighbors' 

actions support community. Most importantly, good 

neighbors are respectful. They consider the others who 

live around them. They avoid keeping others awake with 
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loud parties and barking dogs. They follow the rules and 

make sure their tenants do as well. 

Forging a solid relationship with your neighbors is the 

best way to ensure that you respect their rights and they 

respect yours.   While it may be hard to know your 

neighbor if they rent their property frequently or aren’t 

otherwise around often, when you do see them make a 

point to talk to them.  You may have a lot in common.  

We are fortunate at Point O’ Woods to have so many 

wonderful neighbors who contribute to making this a 

great neighborhood.  As a community though there are 

always opportunities to do better.  No one is perfect.  

Always ask yourself “am I being a good neighbor? 

Renting at Point O’Woods 

For the past 100 years, property owners have shared the 

Point O'Woods experience with many by renting their 

cottages. Many long-term renters eventually become 

owners and feel that Point O'Woods is like a home to 

them. Historically, owners rented their cottages through 

a local agent or directly to the tenants with many tenants 

returning year after year. Agents and tenants were 

familiar with our community and its policies, ordinances 

and expectations. 

With the internet came another vehicle for renting 

property through an online third party like Airbnb, 

VRBO, HomeAway, etc. These sites are becoming more 

popular and offer great benefits to owners and renters. 

Therefore it is likely that use of these will increase. 

Whatever method you choose for renting your home, 

please remember that the owner is responsible for the 

actions of their tenants. Please be certain that they 

understand the Point O'Woods policies, practices and 

ordinances since they must comply like everyone. The 

ordinances and fines are available on the website or you 

can get a copy to post in your home from the 

administration office.  

 

Thank you for contributing to this great community. 

Keeping Your Address Current 

The 2019 Annual Meeting will be held June 1, 2019. 

The Call of the Annual Meeting with the meeting 

agenda, Commissioners’ reports, 2018 Annual Meeting 

minutes, 2019 financial report and 2019 budget will be 

mailed on, or about, May 19, 2019 to the addresses in 

the POW database. 

In line with the charter requirements, POW Association 

tax bills are sent to the addresses on record at the Old 

Lyme Assessor’s Office. This past May, property 

owners had an opportunity to update their information in 

the Point O'Woods database when they picked up their 

parking stickers. We will repeat this process annually so 

we are continuously improving our records. The 

database has proven successful in streamlining several 

processes. It is a continuous effort to track property 

transfers, and modify mailing addresses. 

When you need to update your address, be certain to 

notify all of the following: 

1. Old Lyme Town Assessor’s office,  

2. WPCA at P.O.BOX 186, South Lyme, CT 

06376 

3. POW Administration Office at any of the 

following:  

a. (860) 434-5686 

b. Email powoffice@att.net  

c. The POW website also has an online 

form for address update at:  

pointowoodsct.com  

 

2019 Board Meeting Schedule 

. March 26 

. April 9 - Budget Workshop 

. April 23 

. May 28 

. June 25 

. July 23 

. August 27 

. September 24 

. October 22 

. November 19 

The monthly board meetings are usually held at 

Phoebe Griffin Noyes Library in Old Lyme, CT.     

Meeting location can change so check the 

published agenda on the bulletin boards or the 

website. 

Meetings begin at 6:30PM, and POW residents are 

encouraged to attend. 

 

Annual Meeting 

June 1, 2019 
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Point O'Woods Association 

P. O. Box 152 

South Lyme, CT 06376 

860-434-5686 

http//pointowoodsct.com 

powoffice@att.net 

 

 

 

 

Located at 12 Connecticut Road 

 

 

mailto:powoffice@att.net

