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       Point O’Woods 

               2019 

            Newsletter 

 

 
From the President 
 
As the 100th summer season at Point O’Woods has 
come to a close, I would like to reflect back on what a 
truly great experience the Centennial Celebration was.    
It was great to celebrate the event with the entire 
community on such a beautiful weekend.   While many 
people thanked me, I want to be clear that I just 
happened to be the president at the time when this 
event occurred.  The real work was done by many 
others including those on the Centennial Committee, 
Board members, volunteers, the Women’s Club, Point 
O’Woods staff, and our treasurer, not to mention the 
fantastic historical work entitled “The History of Point 
O’Woods” complete with pictures and details about 
Point O’Woods’ history authored by our very own Tom 
Gworek.  If you have not purchased a book, I encourage 
you to do so. They are available at the administration 
office. 
 
Going forward, while we do not expect quite the 
celebration we had this year, some have thought it may 
be good to have a smaller scale event with food trucks, 
and a band on the beach on a more regular basis.  This 
is something we can consider.  
 
While there is not always good news to tell, many 
people wondered what happened to our security this 
year and why we switched from the prior security 
company that we had used in the past.    The last few 
years, there were complaints that the security company 
was a bit lackadaisical in checking for Point O’Woods 
stickers at the front entrance.  At the annual meeting, 
residents made it clear that they wanted better 
enforcement of our ordinances.   We take security 
seriously, yet unfortunately some do not obey the rules. 
The security officers tried to enforce the rules and 
experienced a backlash from some of our residents 
which the officer’s claim caused them to quit at a time 
when we needed them the most.  We sought help from 
other security companies and, when that did not 
materialize, we put together our own crew. While this 
new security group did well at the front gate, there 

were many complaints that residents were not 
following the rules.  There was much more eating and 
drinking on the beach, cars and golf carts running 
through stop signs and more golf carts being driven by 
those underage.   We want to remind all that the rules 
are made to keep our residents safe. We will be placing 
another request for proposals in the winter and hope to 
have a good security company in place next year.  We 
appreciate your understanding.  
 
We also want to remind everyone that the Board is 
always looking for help.  We are all volunteering our 
time and there is usually at least one vacancy to be 
filled on the Board each June.    If you would like to be 
nominated to serve on the Board please let us know by 
emailing powoffice@att.net   Board experience is not 
necessary.   
 
The Board is also looking for a Treasure to replace Roy 
Johnson who has served outstandingly for 5 years.  
More information later in this newsletter. 
 
I look forward to seeing everyone in the spring.  Please 
have a healthy and safe winter. 
 
Randy McHugh,   BOG President   
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Centennial Celebration 

  
 
Here we are, Halloween has come and gone.  And, 
although autumn is usually my favorite season, it’s cold 
and dreary outside.  It’s been raining for two days and 
there seems no end in sight. 
 
So sitting here, writing this message, I harken back to 
what seems only a short while ago . . . Friday, July 26th 
at about 1:00pm. The Centennial Celebration that the 
Committee had been planning for nearly a year was set 
to start in five hours.  We had just finished hanging the 
flag banners throughout the parking lot and along our 
streets, and we were ready to go . . . or were we?  I 
wondered.  I prayed! 
 
What if no one shows?  What if it’s just me, Randy, and 
the dignitaries sitting on the boardwalk by ourselves?  
What if the Old Lyme Band can’t get into the parking 
lot?  After all, we’ve just closed it for the first time in 
100 years. Literally.   
 
Will people enjoy the band Chris and Chris. . . we’d had 
them before,  so what if people are expecting 
something new?  We did have our first bonfire ready to 
go, but what if the Fire Marshall changed his mind or, 
God forbid,  someone gets hurt????  YES, these were 
my thoughts, one on top of another, no lie. . .I 
remember seeing one of my favorite people, Mrs. 
Provost around 2:00 and she said, “We’re here to put 
our chairs and blankets down for tonight.”   I laughed 
out loud and said, “Mrs. Provost, please, you’ve got 
plenty of time.  I’m not sure anyone is even coming.  
There ought to be plenty of room.”  And I meant it. 
Little did I know? 
 
And then it happened . . . I walked down to the beach at 
5:15 to meet the dignitaries and all I could see were 
people. . .people everywhere. . .and I thought, “holy 
cow, this really is happening! Are we ready . . .you bet 
we are!” 

This is when the magic of Point O’ Woods really 
happened.  Everyone, and I mean everyone, was in a 
fabulous mood which set the tone for the entire 
weekend; a tone that we are one family that is truly 
blessed to be a part of this community; a tone that 
lasted from the first note of the Star Spangled Banner at 
the opening ceremony to the raising of the Point O’ 
Woods flag on Sunday. 
 
The weekend was magical for us all and there are so 
many people to thank, in no particular order: 
Thank you to the entire Centennial Committee:  Jan 
Tonucci, Bill Brosmith, Bill Chamberlain, Heidi Fontneau, 
Beth Kelly, Stephanie Kimball, Mike LaFleur, Stacey 
Murdock, Danne Pineo, Joanne Russell, Ken Russell, and 
John Sulick . . .for their commitment to creating and 
carrying out a jammed packed weekend filled with 
something for everyone . . .a new logo, an online store, 
bands, alpacas, food trucks, a Clambake/BBQ for 500, 
the fireworks, and so much more.  This itinerary did not 
come easily . . .every detail was belabored over during 3 
hour marathon meetings throughout the winter . . .and 
that’s the stuff everyone could see. . never mind all of 
the advertising, running from house to house with 
flyers, creating online order forms, emailing dinner 
confirmations, etc. . .I think if I said,” Just one more 
thing,” one more time, I, myself was not going to be 
alive to see the Celebration! 
 
Thank you to the Board of Governors.  Over the past 
year, their support was unwavering, even when some 
struggled to envision goats, alpacas and a donkey in our 
parking lot!  LOL!  Truly, their support was what made 
the entire weekend happen.  Most importantly, their 
focus and commitment to making sure all of the 
activities were available to all families is what made this 
such a special event! 
 
Thank you to the Women’s Club. The Centennial 
Weekend was your vision from the beginning and one 
you would not let go of until you found a chair and a 
committee to run it and even then, your contributions 
were countless. . .and who could ever forget your 
donation of a BRAND NEW golf cart to one lucky 
member of the Point O’ Woods community. . . a gift we 
all hoped to win . . . Thank you! 
 
Next, who could have missed the return of the 
traditional Hot Dog Roast. . . amazing!  So, Thank You to 
Jimmy Marzi, Joe Bascetta, Pete Sulick, and their entire 
crew for bringing back a piece of our childhood . . . They 
ran it like true professionals, even with the foam hot 
dog hats!  And to top it all off was their generosity of 
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collecting close to $1500 in donations for three special 
charities.  
Thank you Mr. Phil “Pops” Pineo . . .for your guidance, 
as a long standing resident, former BOG President, and 
my former boss, along with your expertise as an 
architect were invaluable!  Without your vision, I have 
no idea how we would have set up the Beach Funfest. . 
.The parking lot would have been chaos, but because of 
you, it worked like a well-oiled machine! 
Thank you Fred Callahan, who from day one, supported 
all of our crazy ideas and never once said, “We can’t do 
that.”  His willingness to provide security throughout 
the weekend helped create a safe and fun-filled 
weekend for us all! 
Thank you Ricky Frascarelli who donated the bouncy 
houses for the Funfest, installed all of the POW Flags 
throughout the beach and helped coordinate many of 
the logistics that most of us wanted no part of. . .trash 
collection, port-o-potties, and clean up. . .Your support 
behind the scenes was invaluable! 
Thank you David Chamberlain, . . .the man who just 
kept showing up and doing whatever was asked and 
more.  
 . .and with a smile that would have made Dot and 
Charlie proud! 
Most importantly, thanks to all of you . . . the Point O’ 
Woods community of families.  Without your 
enthusiasm, openness, flexibility, volunteerism, and 
contributions, the Centennial Weekend would not have 
been what it was . . .an exceptional celebration of the 
love we all have for the most spectacular place on 
earth! 
As I bring a close my trip down memory lane, I would be 
remiss not to remember and thank my parents, Ed and 
Mary Kay Sulick, for establishing our family roots at 
Point O’ Woods nearly 60 years ago. . . The decision was 
life changing. . .Thank you! 
For those of us reading this, we understand that there 
are no words to express the love we have for “the 
beach” or for the special place Point O’ Woods holds in 
our hearts. Throughout this past year, as I reconnected 
with old friends and made some new, it became very 
clear that we have one thing in common . . .that there is 
no place like home, . . . or should I say Point O’ Woods. 
It has been a pure pleasure and honor being your 
chairman . . . Thank you for your support! 
 
I hope you all have a fabulous holiday season with 
family and friends . . . enjoy each and every moment, 
even when it’s cold. . .because before long we will all be 
together again sitting on the beach with our feet in the 
sand. . .see you all in 2020 for 101! 
 
Nancy Sulick Moynihan, Centennial Chairman 
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Beach 

 
The summer of 2019 was a momentous season at Point 
O’Woods with the celebration of our 100th anniversary. 
We had the pleasure of sharing our beautiful beach 
with friends, family, local and state representatives, 
showing everyone our precious slice of heaven we get 
to enjoy year after year. Our beach was filled all 
weekend and blanketed with eager beachgoers who 
experienced the hard work put in by the Centennial 
Committee chaired by Nancy Moynihan. Not 
surprisingly, any concerns of trash or damage to the 
beach were for naught because everyone involved did 
their part to keep our beach clean, picking up trash, 
celebrating responsibly, and leaving everything in better 
condition than they found it.  
 
This year, we were able to grade the beach in the spring 
as we typically do, and had no issues with the sand 
being higher than usual. No views were obstructed by 
the boats on the beach and all in all it was a successful 
summer.  
 
We are currently in the process of applying for a new 
DEEP permit to grade our beach. Working with Docko 
Inc. - who has provided exceptional service with permits 
and inspection for the boat basin and channel – we 
expect to have the permit application approved with 
months to spare before it’s time to grade the beach 
again in the spring.  
 
This year more than ever, we have had comments 
regarding the use of paddleboards and kayaks in the 
swim area. The Board of Governors is taking input and 
we welcome all residents to provide their perspective 
on the use of these popular recreational equipment 
going forward. Please send any comments, questions, 
or concerns to the Board of Governors, or directly to 
the Beach Commissioner at 
mlafleur@pointowoodsct.com  
 

Additionally, due to upcoming state regulations, we are 
exploring the possibility of prohibiting smoking on the 
beach and restricting smoking to designated areas such 
as the benches on Champion Road. Again, we welcome 
all comments, questions and concerns prior to next 
year’s Annual Meeting in June.  
 
I want to personally thank everyone who played their 
part in making Point O’Woods’ 100th anniversary a 
success, especially those who turned out and made the 
summer one to remember.  
 
As the cold weather draws in and the days grow 
shorter, I can say that we’re all looking forward to 
another beautiful summer in 2020.  
 
Michael La Fleur, Beach Commissioner 
 

Boat Basin 

 
Thank you for helping to make 2019 a safe boating 
season.  Below are a few updates as the 2020 season 
approaches.    
 
After an engineering study determined that the boat 
basin bulk heads must be replaced, the board is seeking 
proposals from vendors on how best to repair 
them.  Upon receipt of all these proposals, the board 
will be selecting a vendor to perform the repair work as 
well as determining how to best finance this critical 
project.   
 
Renewals for slip holders will be mailed out in February 
and are due back by March 15, 2020, along with a copy 
of the Connecticut boat registration.  The renewal 
should be mailed to PO Box 152, South Lyme, CT 06376. 
 
Please note the following important reminders as we 
head into the 2020 season. 
 Prominently display your boat basin sticker on your 

boat when it is issued.   
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 If for any reason there is another boat (other than 
the one registered with the POW office) temporarily 
slipped in your spot, please notify Pamela 
Spadaccini at powoffice@att.net or Abe Krisst at 
krisst@juno.com.   

 Please remember to be attentive to storms after 
Labor Day.  Once again, there were boats left 
unmonitored this past fall during a few storms.  This 
resulted in damage to other boats and damage to 
mooring poles.  As I did last season, I will be 
notifying boat basin members during approaching 
storms via email.  It is the boat owner’s decision 
when and if to pull a boat.  But keep in mind that 
leaving it in can impact other boats as well as POW 
property.     

 For those seeking to enter into the boat basin via 
the waitlist, please note that the maximum overall 
length (not including the motor or the outdrive) and 
width of the boat is 21 feet and 8 feet. 

 Please note that POW residents may tie up to open 
bulkhead space while launching/pulling boats, but 
this period should not exceed 20 minutes.  

 
If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at 
860-690-0650. 
 
Abe Krisst, Boat Basin Commissioner 

Grounds 

The beginning of fall has arrived and new duties await 
our superb Head of Maintenance, Rick Frascarelli and 
his assistant Lyiam.  Rick and Lyiam did a great job 
keeping all of our public grounds in beautiful condition 
last summer.  Last winter’s repairs and preventative 
maintenance assured all was in running order 
throughout the summer. 

They will soon put away the mowers and turn to leaf 
removal.  Roadside leaf pick up will run from Monday, 
October 28th through Friday, December 15th.  This 
service is strictly for POW residents.  Remember, use 
paper bags only and no brush or sticks.  There will be 
NO commercial or residential drop off at Anderson Park. 

Although it is too early to think about snow, the truck 
equipped with a plow and sander are ready to go.  We 
will NOT adjust any streets to one way this year unless 
snowfall becomes too great and creates a safety issue. 

In an effort to keep all residents safe and to assure 
visitors and contractors observe our regulations, please 
advise guests and contractors to adhere to speed limits, 
parking rules, and road restrictions. 

In the future months we will be working on a few 
projects.  The first project is a new bocce court 
installation on Hillcrest Road at the location of the old 
tennis courts.  The POW Women’s Club, with Susan 
Bookman as chair, has helped make this installation 
possible.  The second project is a planned community 
garden in Anderson Park.  Philip Schmidt proposed the 
idea and created an experimental, and very successful 
plot this past summer.  Plots should be available for 
residents for the summer of 2020 for a nominal fee.  
More information will follow as the details are finalized. 

For those of you who have left or are planning to leave 
for the season, enjoy your time away and know that the 
grounds crew will be working all winter to make sure 
everything is in great condition for your return to enjoy 
the summer of 2020! 

Bud Phelps, Grounds Commissioner 

Ordinance 

The Board is discussing a number of possible changes in 

the ordinances that property owners have expressed an 

interest in.  They may be presented at the June 2020 

Annual Meeting. 

 Smoking ban on the beach – more and more places 

are banning smoking in public places like beaches. 

The State has pending legislation that would ban 

smoking at Rocky Neck and Old Lyme currently has 

a policy banning smoking on the beaches and is in 

the process of developing an ordinance. 

Investigation will continue to try to find or develop 

an ordinance that covers this.   

 Fishing in the boat basin/channel – the ordinance 

that is in place is in violation of the State Public 

Trust rules.  It is possible to repeal the ordinance 

that is in place, because it is unenforceable.  This 

could be followed by an ordinance that would ban 

fishing from POW property. 

 Golf carts – late night operation of golf carts has 

become disruptive to the calm and serenity that 

Point O'Woods is known for. The Board is 

considering an ordinance that bans golf carts from 

the roads between midnight and 5 AM. 

 

Please give some thought to these and send your 

comments to the POW office, so they can be distributed 

to BOG members. 

Carl Filios, Ordinance Commissioner 

http://webmaila.juno.com/webmail/new/8?folder=Inbox&msgNum=0000GZ00:001T%5Eq_C00000uIL&block=1&msgNature=all&msgStatus=all&count=1570357863&randid=82318465&content=central
mailto:krisst@juno.com
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Recreation 

What a fantastic summer to be at Point O’Woods! Not 
only was the weather glorious, but the beach was 
bustling with activities both day and night. This summer 
was all about celebrating our 100th anniversary, and 
every activity was related to that, starting with the 
kickoff summer concert and birthday cake to the 100 
golf carts in the golf cart parade. The community really 
rallied around this milestone. The beach community 
was bursting with enthusiasm and pride, which was 
shown by all the centennial flags flying from houses to 
the abundance of new logo gear that was being shown 
off.  
 
The centennial committee did a fantastic job organizing 
the July 26-28 centennial celebration. The weekend 
catered to all age groups and every event was 
spectacular. The weekend events provided for a lot of 
community involvement and was a wonderful way for 
so many people to reconnect with neighbors, friends 
and childhood friends. It truly was a special weekend.  
 
The POW library enjoyed its second season at its new 
location and was very well received. The community 
was very generous in donating many new hardcover 
books, puzzles and children's books. We now have Point 
O'Woods stickers on movies, puzzles and some 
children's books in hopes that they will be returned 
after use and we can start to build up our collections. 
Thank you to both Joanie Wain and Connie Tapper for 
all your help keeping things organized.  
 
The basketball, tennis and pickle ball courts all saw 
substantial use this summer. The interest in pickle ball 
has me considering adding 2 more courts for next 
summer. There was quite a large group that was 
established on Sunday mornings that had a lot of fun. 
Look for more details in the spring. The board also has 
had a request for bocce ball. In an effort to create more 
community involvement, the board and Women's Club 
have decided to build two courts on the field located at 
41 Hillcrest Road.  Details regarding the use of the 
courts is currently being developed.  The annual polar 
plunge will be New Year’s Day at noon. Hope to see you 
all there.  
 
Enjoy your winter and summers not that far off. 
 
Beth Kelly, Recreation Commissioner 

 
 

Roads 
I am pleased to introduce myself as the POW Roads 
Commissioner. As a resident and property owner at POW 
for 17 years (my wife has been a resident and property 
owner at POW for over 30 years), I look forward to 
serving our community in helping to maintain the 
Association’s 7 mile road system.  
 
I must thank my predecessors in this position, as well as 
the Board of Governors, for their forethought in always 
providing enough capital reserves and operating budget 
allotments so that since the installation of the sewer and 
water lines, our preventative maintenance has precluded 
any significant issues. We are also fortunate that the 
POW community and grounds staff care enough about 
our community that they are always observant and  
help us to deal with road issues before they become a 
significant problem or an expensive issue. 
 
During the winter of 2019-2020, our staff will review and 
analyze many of our catch basins, and perform the 
necessary cleaning in order to alleviate problems when 
we have large amounts of precipitation. During the year, 
some of you have taken the time to call to our attention 
overflowing catch basins, and this early advice helps us 
to stay on top of the issue and avoid problems being 
magnified. The work on the catch basins will be 
completed by the spring of 2020. 
 
Work will also be done to reinforce and repair the speed 
gates that are placed on the roads during the summer 
season. Over time, some of these have suffered from 
natural wear and tear and deterioration, and must be 
refurbished. 
 
The Board is considering placing speed bumps at stop 
signs in order to curtail the frequent problem of those 
residents and visitors ignoring the stop signs, which can 
lead to serious injury and property damage. 
 
Our working budget should be sufficient to handle any 
interim road needs until the next budget is approved in 
June 2020. 
 
Please feel free to contact me at any time should you 
notice an issue concerning our roads and trees on POW 
rights-of-way and swales.  
My cell number is 860-965-7777. 
 
Charles Tatelbaum, Roads Commissioner 
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Seeking a Board Treasurer 
 
After 5 years of outstanding service as the POW 
Treasurer, Roy Johnson has decided to step down. He 
will continue through the 2020/2021 annual budget 
process and annual meeting report while training his 
replacement. The Board is seeking qualified applicants 
to fill this appointed, part-time compensated position. 
The treasurer monitors the financial condition of the 
POW Association and oversees the financial 
administration of the POW Association, including 
receipts, disbursements, payroll, investments, and 
performance against budget. The qualified candidate 
should possess a business, accounting or financial 
background, be familiar with budgeting, and be 
proficient in QuickBooks software, spread sheeting, and 
general computer user skills.  
A detailed job description, application and recent 
financial reports can be obtained from the Admin Office 
powoffice@att.net or 860-434-5686. 
 

Summer Employment 2020 

Each season, Point O'Woods hires a number of people 
to work with the Security, Recreation and Grounds staff. 
The hiring process will be handled through the 
Administration Office, which works with the 
Commissioners.  
 
If there is interest in working for POW during the 2020 
season, please complete an application and forward it 
to the office by email (powoffice@att.net) or USPS P.O. 
Box 152, South Lyme, CT 06376 by 1/31/2020. The 
application is on the website (pointowoodsct.com) or 
email the office and they will send you one. Please 
include information about what type of work you are 
interested in. The specific positions will be defined in 
February, interviews will be conducted in March and 
hiring decisions made by the Board in April. If you are 
not absolutely certain that you are interested, submit 
an application anyway by the cutoff date 1/31/2020 so 
you don’t miss the opportunity. 
 

 

 

 

 

Point O’Woods History Book 

 
For the 100th Anniversary, hundreds of the Point 
O’Woods history books, authored by Tom Gworek, have 
been sold. It was probably the best-read book on the 
beach this summer. Feedback has been extremely 
positive and it could make a great holiday gift. More 
were ordered and are still available. To reserve a copy, 
contact the office at powoffice@att.net or 860-434-
5686. Your copy will be mailed when a check for $30.00  
($25.00 plus $5.00 shipping and handling) is received at 
the office (P.O. BOX 152, South Lyme, Ct 06376). 

 
Annual Summer Celebration 
 
There has been an overwhelming positive response to 
the Centennial Celebration. Feedback was that it was a 
great time to be out and about reconnecting with long 
time neighbors, enjoying the carnival-like activities, 
music and food. The Board is interested in knowing 
what interest exists among residents to have a scaled 
down Annual Summer Celebration that offers the 
opportunity to meet up with friends, enjoy some 
daytime and evening entertainment and food trucks 
offering a variety of selections.  
Please share your thoughts and suggestions on ways to 
celebrate and considerations the Board should attend  
to regarding the celebration.  Please send emails, phone 
messages or letters to the Administration Office. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:powoffice@att.net
mailto:powoffice@att.net
mailto:powoffice@att.net
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2020 Board Meeting Schedule 

. March 24 

. April 7 - Budget Workshop 

. April 28 

. May 26 

. June 23 

. July 28 

. August 25 

. September 22 

. October 27 

. November 17 
 
The monthly board meetings are usually held at 

Phoebe Griffin Noyes Library in Old Lyme, CT.     

Meeting location can change so check the 

published agenda on the bulletin boards or the 

website. 

Meetings begin at 6:30PM, and POW residents are 

encouraged to attend. 

 

         Annual Meeting 
            June 6, 2020 

 
Point O'Woods Association 

P. O. Box 152 
South Lyme, CT 06376 

860-434-5686 
http//pointowoodsct.com 

powoffice@att.net 

 

 

Located at 12 Connecticut Road 

Importance of Keeping Your 
Address Current 
The call to the 2020 Annual Meeting will be mailed on 
or about, May 20, 2020. It will include the meeting 
agenda, WPCA annual report, BOG Commissioners’ 
reports, 2019 Annual Meeting draft minutes, 2019/2020 
financial report and 2020/2021 budget. Per the charter, 
it is sent by US Mail and will go to the addresses in the 
POW database. 

POW and Old Lyme tax bills, in line with the charter 
requirements, are sent to the addresses on record at 
the Old Lyme Assessor’s Office.  

Point O'Woods Communications (other than tax bills): 
This past May, property owners had an opportunity to 
update their contact information in the Point O'Woods 
database when they picked up their parking stickers.  

We will repeat this process annually on Memorial 
Weekend so we are continuously improving our 
records. The database has proven successful in 
streamlining several processes. It is a continuous effort 
to track property transfers, and modify mailing 
addresses. 

When you need to update your address, be certain to 
notify all of the following: 

1. Old Lyme Town Assessor’s office,  
        2.   WPCA at P.O.BOX 186, South Lyme, CT 06376 

3.   POW Administration Office at any of the 
following:  

a. (860) 434-5686 
b. Email powoffice@att.net  
c. The POW website also has an online 

form for address update at:  
pointowoodsct.com  
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