
POINT O’WOODS 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS MEETING 

August 25, 2020 TELECONFERENCED 

860-434-5686    pointowoodsct.com     powoffice@att.net 
 

Approved Minutes 
 

Type of Meeting: Regular 
Secretary: Jean Smith 
Attendees: Mike Aron, Carl Filios, Fred Callahan, Beth Kelly, Abe Krisst, Mike LaFleur, Randy 
McHugh, Bud Phelps, Charles Tatelbaum, Helen Francis 
 
Randy McHugh called the meeting to order 6:30 PM. 
 
CITIZEN SPEAK: 
-Kristen Aldieri, 30 Massachusetts Rd, commented that she thought the Board’s decision to set 
the beach curfew as an emergency ordinance was overreaching when existing ordinances could 
have been used to address the issues on the beach at night. She also commented that the 
manner in which the Board communicated the existence of Covid-19 at Point O'Woods, by 
distributing flyers at the entrance was unnecessary, created panic and a “firestorm and witch 
hunt”. Randy McHugh commented that the information regarding a potential outbreak of cases 
was necessary so residents could be informed and take additional measures to protect 
themselves and the second Covid-19 flyer was in response to a direct request from the Ledge 
Light Health District and no names were used in either flyer in order to comply with HIPPA.  She 
thanked Fred Callahan for handling the seaweed problem on the beach. 
-Laura Peterson, 71 Connecticut Rd, said that she felt the Board did not handle the Covid-19 
situation well. She requested that Security pay closer attention to speeding on Connecticut Rd. 
-Rick Cruanes, 67 Connecticut Rd, spoke about the speeding on Connecticut Rd and requested 
the use of traffic gates next year. He asked how security checks for speeding. Randy McHugh 
stated that the Association doesn’t have radar guns so it is based upon the reasonable 
observation by security guards. The speeding issue was referred to the Security Commissioner. 
-Tammy Ward, 35 Massachusetts Rd, commented that the problems that prompted the curfew 
could have been handle with existing ordinances. 
-Bernardo Cuadro, 27 Champion Rd, thanked the Board for considering rectifying the property 
lines issue at his home. He commented that he thought the curfew was overly broad since it was 
1/3 of a day and didn’t allow for reasonable, quiet uses of the beach after 10:00 PM. 
-Tracy McCartney, 35 Massachusetts Rd, also commented on the unnecessary institution of the 
curfew. 
 
APPROVE AGENDA: 
Fred Callahan requested the removal of the Beach Permit, Boats on the Beach, and Seaweed 
topics, which were resolved or not ready for discussion yet. Mike Aron moved to approve the 
agenda (as amended), Abe Krisst seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
SECRETARY’S REPORT: 
Mike Aron moved to approve the 7/28/2020 minutes, Charles Tatelbaum seconded and the 
motion carried unanimously. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT: 
Helen Francis reported that 451 tax assessment bills were mailed 7/20/2020 and all but 26% 
have been collected. Further actions to collect unpaid taxes will start after 8/31/2020. 
 
REVIEW OF OPEN BUSINESS: 
Tim Roy Violation Appeal – Fred Callahan, sub-committee lead, reported that there were several 
tickets paid and 1 ticket was being appealed. Fred Callahan moved to rescind the violation and 
drop the fine, Bud Phelps seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
Code of Conduct – Randy McHugh reported that the code was still under development so no 
discussion. 
27 Champion Rd Follow-up – Randy McHugh reported that the Association’s attorney has 
reviewed the transfer of property and approved. Bernardo Cuadro, 27 Champion Rd, reported 
that the paperwork was being prepared and transfer should be soon.  
Blight Ordinance – Carl Filios reported that after reviewing East Lyme and Black Point blight 
ordinances it is apparent that blight needs to be carefully defined, couldn’t be too broad or too 
specific and enforcement would be challenging. Since several Board members were in favor of a 
blight ordinance, Carl Filios suggested a committee of Board members and property owners that 
could define blight for Point O'Woods. The Board will advertise for volunteers from the 
community to serve on the Blight Committee, which will review other municipalities blight 
ordinances currently in place and propose to the Board what Point O'Woods blight ordinance 
might be. Carl and Pam Spadaccini will create the advertisement. 
Rooming House Ordinance – Carl Filios explained that after review of the existing ordinance, 
there was no compelling reason to change it. 
Beach Curfew – Charles Tatelbaum moved to rescind the beach curfew, Mike Aron seconded and 
the motion carried unanimously. A committee to look at alternatives to address the noise and 
unruliness at night on the beach will be discussed at the September meeting. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Nominating Committee – Three property owners have expressed interest in serving on this 
committee. An application form will be sent to them and they will be invited to introduce 
themselves at the September meeting. Other interested parties can still apply. The Board 
discussed the possibility of a Nominating Committee member being interested in a Board 
position. They agreed that a committee member could not be a nominee of the committee but 
could be nominated from the floor at the annual meeting. 
Review of Point O'Woods Trees at Risk of Falling – Some of the fallen trees from the recent 
storm were discussed. In some cases it is still unknown if the trees that Point O'Woods removed 
for safety reasons were on Point O'Woods property. It cost close to $10,000 and more trees need 
attention. Bud Phelps is looking into the trees. Randy McHugh will contact the insurance agent to 
see if there is coverage and FEMA to enquire if there is any funding available. Homeowners need 
to identify trees at risk and inform the Board. 
Treasurer Credit Card Helen Francis described the process necessary to obtain authorization for 
her, as treasurer, for the Association credit card. Beth Kelly moved to remove Roy Johnson as the 
authorized user and administrator of the Point O'Woods Bank of America credit card. Mike 
LaFleur seconded and the motion carried unanimously. Mike LaFleur moved to add Helen Francis 



in place of Roy Johnson as the authorized user and administrator of the Point O'Woods Bank of 
America credit card. Bud Phelps seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
A letter was received from Luanne Rice describing the bright light from the beach shining into her 
home. Bud Phelps explained that when the LED lights were installed the shields were removed 
and the lights are brighter. He will look into shielding the lights again. It was commented that 
after Labor Day not all the lights are needed at the boardwalk. 
Bud Phelps was notified that 26 Hillcrest has a hanging tree limb, 40 Seaview has a drainage ditch 
problem. The tree at the right-of-way on Seaview is Point O'Woods’ as is the one uprooting 
above the Shesler’s cottage and a large limb is hanging near the entrance to Anderson Park. 
 
COMMISSIONER REPORTS: 
Carl Filios reported that after the recent storm, he suspended the need for Hammer Law 
extensions for repairs caused by the storm. 
Mike LaFleur reported that the scheduled storm drain clean up will start soon. 
Abe Krisst reported that Docko is proceeding with the restoration planning. Boat owners were 
notified by email prior to the 2 recent storms so they could remove their boats before the storm 
and avoid damage to the boats and the basin equipment. 
Charles Tatelbaum recognized Fred Callahan for his many years of service as the Security 
Commissioner, which is a challenging and time consuming job. Chuck reported that he works 1.5-
2 hours each day on security issues. He reported that overall the people at Point O'Woods are 
good people who are attentive to the regulations but there are an increasing number of those 
who feel entitled or privileged and the regulations are not for them. He expressed the need to 
instill a culture to live with the rules they voted for from vehicle infractions to hooliganism at the 
basketball court. 
Bud Phelps reported that an email would go out to the 32 garden plot renters describing 
expectations for winterizing the gardens. Next year, those who want to return can notify the 
office by March 1 and get their same plot for 2021. Although 4 plots went unused, more plots 
can be added if the demand increases. Bud will look into a way to compensate the property 
owner who provided water at their own expense to the gardens. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Mike LaFleur moved to adjourn the meeting, Bud Phelps seconded and the motion carried 
unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 8:18 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jean Smith 
 
 


