
POW SECURITY ALERT 

 

Last month in the pre-dawn hours, a group of thieves entered the POW development by car, and 

over a short time span, vandalized several vehicles and stole two of our resident's cars. While the 

security cameras at the front gate were able to capture the license tag of the vehicle entering and 

exiting being utilized by the thieves, the police have subsequently advised us that the license tag 

was stolen. 

 

The Old Lyme police promptly responded, and their investigation is ongoing. We have since 

learned that there were similar vandalism and car theft incidents throughout Connecticut, with one 

also occurring at Hatchetts Beach. 

 

While this is the first such car theft incident in POW in recent memory, it is a good reminder to all 

of our residents to be especially cautious during the summer season and lock vehicles, homes and 

garages.  Some of our residents have chosen to leave their vehicles unlocked, and even leave 

electronic key fobs in the vehicles. Car thieves have become very sophisticated, and with new 

high-end vehicles where the outside mirrors turn into the car when the key fobs are removed from 

the vehicle, they are able to identify vehicles where the key fobs is still inside by looking at the 

mirrors. 

 

As part of our agreement to engage off-duty OLPD officers to assist us on weekends and at other 

times, the officers who patrol on Route 156 have now added our development as part of their patrol 

protocol. This means that throughout the day, evening and night, we will have the benefit of police 

patrols in our development. Hopefully, this, along with other security measures which we are 

working to enhance, will help to deter thieves from entering our development. 

 

Nevertheless, it is up to every resident to be vigilant and do all that is necessary in order to secure 

possessions by locking them and keeping them safe. 


