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POINT O’WOODS 

2021 Newsletter 

 

From the President 
Dear Residents, 

I hope you are well and had an enjoyable summer.  
Thankfully, we saw some return to normalcy this year and 
it was good to see so many friends at our gatherings.   

The Board of Governors recently started meeting in 
person, finally, after meeting only virtually over a sixteen-
month span.  The better news, however, is that in addition 
to meeting in person there is still a link to meet virtually.  
We hope more residents will take advantage of the virtual 
meeting option if it is not convenient to come to the 
meeting.  We encourage all to share their ideas or concerns 
with the Board at the Citizen Speak portion of the meeting 
which occurs shortly after 6:30PM at every regular Board 
Meeting.  Our meeting schedule is posted on the Point 
O’Woods website.  

The composition of our Nominating Committee changed a 
bit when Carol Bartlett’s term expired.  Rich Vogler has 
been appointed to a three-year term on the Committee.  
We thank Carol for her service and wish Rich luck in his 
new role.  The Committee is tasked with the responsibility 
of finding qualified candidates to serve on the Board of 
Governors and the WPCA.   Michelle Frascarelli is the 
current chair and Michelle Morin is the other committee 
member.  They both continue to do a great job on the 
committee and we thank them for their efforts.  If you are 
interested in serving on the Board of Governors or the 
WPCA please contact Michelle Frascarelli at 
mfrasca1326@gmail.com.  No prior board experience is 
necessary.  

Point O’Woods’ request for public assistance from FEMA, 
for the Tropical Storm Isaias clean up expenses, was 
officially approved in the amount of $10,470.  This is 
fantastic news, not just for this storm, but for future 
catastrophes when the amount at stake can be 
considerably higher!  We now have a way to seek 
reimbursement and get paid for our storm related losses.   

Other good news is that we have purchased more of Tom 
Gworek’s book entitled “The History of Point O’Woods” 
complete with pictures and details about Point O’Woods’  
history.  If you have not purchased a book, I encourage you 
to do so by reaching out to powoffice@att.net.   
 

 
 
Lastly, a bit of sad news.   Pamela Spadaccini has been 
our administrative professional and the face of the Point 
O’Woods office.  Pam has done an amazing job, but she is 
moving to South Carolina and will no longer be able to 
fulfill this role.  Thank you, Pam, for all you have done for 
Point O’Woods and the Board.   If anyone is interested in 
applying for the position, please contact Mike Aron at 
aronm@aol.com.    

I look forward to seeing everyone in the spring.  Please 
have a healthy and safe winter. 

Randy McHugh, President 
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Beach 
We were fortunate this year and enjoyed a very good 
summer on the beach and had no major storm 
damage.  We did, however have a few issues with heavy 
sea weed so the company that is contracted to clean our 
beach brought in equipment that assisted in removing the 
seaweed.  

At the September Board of Governors meeting a 
representative from The Docko Company of Mystic 
presented information regarding our annual beach grading 
program that allowed the Board to consider options for the 
beach cleaning. 

As always, if a resident has any ideas or complaints 
regarding our beach, please do not hesitate to contact 
me.  Looking forward to seeing everyone at the beach in 
2022. 

Fred Callahan, Beach Commissioner 

Boat Basin 
Thank you to all the community members who made the 
2021 boating season safe.  Please note the following 
information as it relates to the POW boat basin and the 
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POW community.     
 

• The Bulkhead Restoration Project continues to 
move forward.  However, there have been some 
modifications in the timeline.  Thank you to the 
members of the Boat Basin Bulkhead Restoration 
Finance Committee (a subcommittee of the Boat 
Basin Bulkhead Restoration Workgroup) who met 
six times this past summer and considered options 
on financing and timelines.  Originally, the 
replacement plan involved restoring all bulkhead 
walls in the winter of 2022-23.  However, due to 
the high-cost estimate (approximately 2.4 million 
dollars) and challenge of paying for this all at once, 
the committee decided to undertake the project 
with a segmented approach.  The effort will now 
restore the walls in a series of construction 
projects beginning next winter on the East Wall, 
which is the wall that is in most need.  Then, the 
west, and then the south wall will be 
addressed.  Detailed financing options are being 
finalized now.  More information should be 
distributed in the Spring of 2022 with a vote 
possibly to occur at the Annual Meeting next 
June.  A Request for Proposal for the first phase of 
the work will likely be released this winter.       

• In the Spring of 2021, The Board of Governors 
voted on a slip fee increase that will begin in the 
2022 season.  This change will increase the amount 
collected from boat basin slip fees by 
approximately $12, 500 annually.  This amount is in 
addition to the approximately $65, 000 that the 
boat basin already generates annually.  The 
increase was implemented since many years had 
passed subsequent to the last increase (2014) and 
also to align the fees more with local marinas. This 
increase will also help to fund the bulkhead 
restoration.          

• I would like to thank all slip holders for their efforts 
to protect the boat basin this past season from 
some of the weather POW experienced.  There 
were a few big storms and slip holders heeded 
warnings to remove and/or secure their boats to 
protect personal and POW property.   

• Please keep in mind for next season that all 
community members may tie up to open bulkhead 
space during the launching and pulling of a boat for 
a period not to exceed 20 minutes.  Please follow 
this guidance that is articulated in the POW 
charter. 

Please contact Abe Krisst at krisst@juno.com about the 
Bulkhead Restoration Project or any other boat basin 
questions.   

Have a safe off season.   

Abe Krisst. Boat Basin Commissioner  

Grounds 
Another summer has passed by and autumn has arrived 
with all its colors and beautiful weather. Our maintenance 
crew of Rick Frascarelli and assistant, Tom Cretens will turn 
their attention to fall clean-up, including trimming our 
shrubs and grasses around the tennis court area as well as 
any other areas that need pruning. The main focus of the 
fall work will be leaf pick-up and removal.  The annual 
P.O.W. resident collection begins Monday, November 8 
through Friday, December 17. Please remember that only 
leaves placed in paper bags will be picked up.  No sticks, 
twigs, or grass trimmings will be accepted. As in years past, 
there is no residential or commercial drop off at Anderson 
Park. Rick and Tom are currently constructing a new leaf 
box to use with the new truck and we are hoping to get 
another year out of our dated leaf vacuum.   
 
During this winter, our streets will be plowed and sanded 
using our new truck, which should make snow removal 
much easier.  There is always plenty of work to be done 
during the off-season, including refurbishing and 
maintaining all our equipment so it is ready for spring. It 
remains important during the off-season months that you, 
your guests, and your contractors observe all of our street 
regulations. 
 
A big project in the next few months will be to continue to 
give Anderson Park an improved appearance.  A new fence 
will be installed to provide properties abutting the park a 
visual buffer from the area of the park used for storage of 
some of our community equipment. 
 
The community garden was again a huge success thanks to 
Phil Schmidt and the efforts of several other volunteers. 
Check out the P.O.W. website for garden plot renewal 
information. www.pointowoodsct.com. 
 
For our seasonal residents who have left are leaving soon 
and for those who remain year-round, know the grounds 
crew will continue their work to keep Point O’ Woods the 
beautiful place that it is. 
 
Bud Phelps, Grounds Commissioner  
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Ordinance 
A large number of ordinance changes were passed this 
year.  The one with the most visible impact was the one 
banning smoking on the beach.  At this point, there aren’t 
many changes or the horizon for next year.  There may be 
some tweaking proposed to the no smoking ordinance, and 
the sign ordinance needs work.  The wording is not as 
intended, and we need to address political signs prior to 
the next major election.  Note that they can’t be banned, 
but can be controlled.  If anybody feels that additional 
changes are needed, please contact me. 

Carl Filios, Ordinance Commissioner 

Recreation 
Despite above average rainfall throughout July and August, 

most events and activities during the summer of 2021 were 

able to go on as planned. The goal of the season was to put 

on a series of events designed to bring the entire Point O 

Woods community together in order to socialize and 

establish new friendships. 

From a sporting perspective, two events specifically 

exceeded all expectations.  

The annual Point O’ Woods Golf tournament was moved to 

Norwich Golf Course and was an instant sellout. The golf, 

raffle table and buffet lunch all made it for a perfect venue. 

The 2022 tournament is scheduled for July 21st. 

We brought back the Point O Woods 5K Road Race. To say 

it was successful is putting it mildly. We had over 125 

runners/walkers and a tremendous amount of roadside 

support. All those that participated thought it was one of 

the best events of the year. For that reason, we are 

“stepping it up” in 2022. Our goal is to have 200+ 

runner/walkers and roadside support along the entire 

route. We will be “Chipping” the event and chalking the 

route. The date for the 2022 5K is July 9th. Mark your 

calendars! 

Finally, Pickle Ball continues to grow in popularity. There is 
a tremendous amount of interest in a Pickle Ball 
Tournament and as a result the first annual Pickle Ball 
Tournament will be held on July 30 and 31. 

The main concert of the season was beach favorite “Mass 
Confusion.” They played the classics on an absolute 
beautiful night and as a result will be back next summer on 
July 30th. 

A second goal this summer was to enhance and create 

more events for the children. The first annual Children’s 

Beach Party and Bonfire was held on July 3rd. Moana and 

Spiderman both made appearances as they danced with 

the kids to their favorite songs provided by DJ 

entertainment. The bonfire was then lit, glow sticks came 

out making for a magical night! We do it all over again in 

2022 on July 2nd. 

For the more traditional events we have become 

accustomed to each summer, a big thank you goes out to 

the Women’s Club.  A concerted effort was made by both 

the Women’s Club and the Recreation Commissioner to 

work more closely together. Combining our ideas and 

efforts resulted in more enthusiasm and energy with 

events like the July 4th Bike Parade, Golf Cart Parade, and 

Ice Cream Social! We look forward to building on this 

relationship in 2022. 

With regards to equipment, a new PA sound system was 

purchased mid-summer. This was done out of need as the 

sound quality on movie night was insufficient and we 

lacked a PA system for events requiring a microphone. 

Those needs have now been met. One additional benefit, 

we now have a sound system that allows for quality music 

at various events throughout the summer.  

The Hershey Ice Cream and Del’s Frozen Lemonade 

program proved to be a big “hit” throughout the summer. 

We were able to offer a variety of the classic novelty ice 

cream bars and Del’s Frozen Lemonade to all the beach-

goers!  If anything, it brought us back to the good old days 

when ice cream was offered daily. The program is back for 

2022! 

On the communication and marketing front, I would like to 

thank Stephanie Kimball. An effort was made to enhance 

the promotion, communication, and marketing of social 

events throughout the summer. Stephanie Kimball 

manages the content we put on Social Media platforms. It 

is through her efforts that residents stay up to date with 

the scheduled events throughout the summer. Much of the 

success we enjoyed, especially with regards to attendance 

and participation, was due in large part to her efforts. I 

can’t thank Stephanie enough!  That said, I would 

encourage all residents to “follow” Point O’ Woods Beach 

on Facebook and Instagram. By doing this, you will 

automatically receive notices and updates regarding the 

social events throughout the summer.  
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I also want thank Mary Lyon for taking on “The Wave” 

responsibilities. “The Wave” as we all know, is the seasonal 

beach publication that keeps all of us up to date on the 

“comings and goings” of Point O’ Woods Beach. Mary has 

done a fabulous job in expanding the publication and has 

been a huge asset for the Recreation Department in 

particular.  I can’t thank her enough for her efforts. 

As many of the residents are aware, this past summer we 

lost a long-time member of the Point O’ Woods community 

and wonderful individual in Marilyn (Gibson) Stitham. 

Marilyn and her family had requested that any donations in 

her memory be sent to the Point O’ Woods Recreation 

Department. We cannot thank the family enough for their 

generosity and thoughtfulness. In response, we are 

reaching out to those who knew Marilyn, looking for ideas 

on how to best use these funds to honor her memory. 

Please feel free to email the Point Woods Administration 

office or my email at jsulickvoiceovers@gmail.com. 

Finally, a big thank you goes out to the residents.  The 

events we put on throughout the summer are only as good 

as the people who show up for them.  The more residents 

that participate means the more successful (and more fun) 

the events are going to be. This past summer was no 

exception. Whether it be the Children’s Beach Party, The 

Golf Cart Parade or the Luanne Rice book signing, the 

events were filled with energy and enthusiasm. The reason: 

we all showed up as a community! For any resident that 

missed out on the events of this past summer, I encourage 

you to take part in 2022! In addition to the laughs and 

overall good time, I promise you, new friendships will be 

made which ultimately brings the community closer 

together. That was and is the goal!   

Come Springtime, we will be publishing a full calendar of 

2022 events and printing up hard copies for residents to 

post in their residence. We will also be looking for 

volunteers to help at events of their choosing. If you have 

not volunteered before, I encourage you to do so. The 

people you meet, and the fun you have, make it all 

worthwhile!  

Thank you again to all and we look forward to seeing you in 

2022. 

John Sulick, Recreation Commissioner 

 

Roads 

Road Health 

I am happy to report that our roads continue to remain in 
good condition. They continue to age well, thanks in part to 
the ongoing maintenance we perform every year. As part 
of that maintenance, we will be continuing to seal and 
patch any new and existing cracks that appear which are 
part of the typical aging process. We have already begun 
the process of patching the roads this fall to help prevent 
wear and tear over the winter and prevent moisture from 
seeping under the asphalt. Although our roads are in good 
condition, we are planning for the inevitable update and 
replacement of the roads. We have spoken to engineering 
firms so we can properly calculate the cost of replacement, 
and will be including additional money in our capital 
budget for roads so we are prepared when they eventually 
need to be replaced. This year we also repainted all of the 
stop sign lines to help ensure they are easily visible. We will 
continue touching up these lines at the start of each 
summer as required.  

Signs and Speed Limit Markings 

We have received feedback from residents regarding the 
number and age of some of our speed limit signs. This fall 
and winter I will be contacting several vendors for new and 
updated speed limit signs. I hope to incorporate the Point 
O’Woods logo and create something that is unique to our 
community. Speeding is one of the greatest concerns here 
at Point O’Woods and the first step in mitigating that is to 
have an appropriate number of signs posted and easily 
visible for anyone using our roads. 

Drainage 

Over the past few seasons, we have received more and 
more comments from residents regarding the storm drains 
and backup. At the end of each season, we have the storm 
drains cleaned of debris which naturally accumulates to 
ensure they are performing properly. Even with this 
maintenance there have been more reports of backup and 
flooding. Due to climate change we are seeing a steady 
increase in the number of heavy rainfall events. To 
alleviate the strain on our storm drains we are planning to 
update older pipes and drains to handle the increased 
volume of water. Sometimes this is not possible or cost 
effective and we need to look into additional methods for 
preventing flooding to ensure the safety of our roads. 
Maintenance will continue to clean the drains and examine 
any problem areas which may require updated draining 
systems.  
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I wish everyone a happy and safe holiday season, and look 
forward to next summer. If anyone has any additional 
comments, questions, or concerns regarding the roads, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me directly.  

Michael LaFleur, Roads Commissioner 

Security 
At the annual meeting of POW held in early June, I was re-
appointed as Security Commissioner for the 2021-2022 
fiscal year. Although the job requires a significant time 
commitment (sometimes on a 24/7 basis), I am very pleased 
to have been entrusted with this very important position, 
and as you will see below, we have been fortunate in that 
the security and safety of our residents continues to be of 
paramount importance to the members of the Board of 
Governors and the community at large. 

I am happy to advise you that except for two vehicle thefts 
that were part of a statewide binge by youthful criminals, 
we had no significant criminal activity or vandalism within 
our development this past summer. 

As most of our residents are aware, in order to enhance the 
security and safety of our residents and visitors, throughout 
the summer on weekends and holidays we engaged off-duty 
Old Lyme Police officers to assist us with our security efforts, 
especially in the areas of the beach, the basketball court and 
the pavilion and also throughout the community. As a result 
of this undertaking, we had virtually no complaints from our 
residents in the area of the beach, the basketball court and 
the pavilion of loud parties, underage drinking, vandalism, 
late-night gatherings and other similar incidents that had 
disrupted the tranquility of the community during the 
summer of 2020.  

With much appreciation for the support of our Town of Old 
Lyme First Selectman Tim Griswold, the new affiliation with 
the Old Lyme Police Department has also led to ongoing 
police patrols throughout our community (at no cost to 
POW) on a 24-hour basis. Furthermore, as a result of 
increased communications with the Resident Trooper in Old 
Lyme, I was invited to be an active participant in the 
emergency safety preparedness efforts undertaken when it 
appeared that we may be adversely affected by an 
impending hurricane. This, then, allowed me to be a 
participant in the Town’s emergency preparedness network, 
which, in turn, with the help of our secretary Joan Lanzo, 
permitted us to promptly update the POW website as 
needed with storm preparedness information. All of this 
interaction with those dedicated police officers and Town 
employees dedicated to our safety that serve our 
community has helped to enhance and improve the security 
of our residents.  As I reported to our community last year, I 

have found that the vast majority of our residents are 
wonderful people and committed to doing everything they 
can to further enhance our development. However, there 
continues to be a small, but distinct, group of residents who 
display a certain entitlement or privilege, and believe that 
the POW rules and regulations do not apply to them, and 
they can ignore them with impunity.  Our security and safety 
issues are largely not with visitors to our community, but 
with our own residents. We as a community must make it 
clear to not only our visitors, but also to our residents, that 
everyone entering our development is responsible for 
adhering to and complying with all of our rules and 
regulations. These rules and regulations have been voted on 
at annual meetings by our residents, and were created by a 
majority of our residents. For most long-standing residents 
and our newcomers, the rules are the same and must be 
evenly applied.  In order to provide the safe and secure 
environment that we all desire, we cannot continue to 
accept a situation where there are individuals or families 
that believe that they have an entitlement to ignore and 
refuse to observe the rules and regulations of our 
community. 

Some of the most significant issues that created problems 
during the past summer season are the following: 

• Underage children driving golf carts. Whether or not 
an adult is in the cart at the time, this is against 
Connecticut law, and it creates a significant safety 
hazard. 

• Drivers of vehicles and golf carts ignoring stop signs. 
The stop signs are strategically placed at 
intersections in order to create a safe environment. 

• At the beach parking lot, we had problems with 
residents and renters that failed to display 
appropriate parking stickers. Additionally, drivers of 
vehicles and golf carts ignored the do not enter signs 
at the west end of the beach parking lot, and 
created dangerous situations for other vehicles and 
pedestrians in that area. 

• As signage indicates, there is no parking permitted 
on any of the POW road rights-of-way (except for 
the end of Hillcrest Road).  Parking on the roads 
creates a significant hazard, and throughout the 
summer we had many residents and guests who 
ignored this prohibition. 

As a result of our establishing a vehicle booting program to 
assist with our parking enforcement at the beach area and 
throughout the community, the number of illegally parked 
vehicles at the beach area and on our roads decreased 
substantially. This then permitted all of our residents to be 
able to utilize the limited number of parking spaces available 
on the beach parking lot. 
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This past summer, we reengaged ACE Security to provide 
the professional security services for community. Again, this 
summer, as we initiated in 2020, we had ACE acquire a cell 
phone to be used by the lead guard on every shift, so that 
our residents would be able to directly contact the guards 
when the need arose. At the beginning of the summer 
season, we distributed flyers with the guards’ cell phone 
telephone number and information, and posted it on the 
website throughout the season. We found that this was a 
valuable addition to our security protocol, and we intend to 
continue the practice in future summer seasons. I have 
received both complements and complaints about the 
security service that was provided by ACE, and all of that will 
be considered when we seek proposals for next summer's 
security service. I invite all of our neighbors to contact me 
by email ("cmt@trippscott.com") to voice any comments, 
complements, complaints or suggestions concerning the 
performance of the ACE security guards.  

Throughout the spring, summer and into this fall, I have 
been privileged to work with some security professionals 
and consultants (without charge to POW) in order to 
develop procedures and protocols to increase the security 
and safety within our community. To that end, suggestions 
from the Old Lyme Resident Trooper and his patrol officers 
have also been significantly helpful. Over the winter hiatus, 
we will develop and be prepared to implement a number of 
new security and safety enhancements for the summer of 
2022 utilizing the suggestions and ideas from these outside 
consultants. Our residents come to our community for 
enjoyment, recreation, peace, friendship and tranquility, 
and as Security Commissioner and a member of the Board 
of Governors; this is owed to our residents and guests.  

Some of the ideas that have been suggested by our 
professionals and which we plan to implement in 2022 are 
the following: 

With the assistance of our POW treasurer, Helen Francis, we 
have integrated all of the resident information into a single 
Quick Books software system. In the spring of 2022, we hope 
to send by email to each owner the summer registration 
forms for resident vehicles, beach parking stickers, boats, 
kayaks and golf carts so that when the completed 
registration forms are returned to the POW by email, 
residents will be able to pay any applicable fees on line, and 
the appropriate stickers can be mailed to our residents 
before the summer season starts. This will eliminate the 
need for lining up a Memorial Day weekend to obtain 
stickers and greatly increase our efficiency. 

• With the registration forms being fully completed 
before the stickers are issued, we will be able to 
have a database that will permit us to more 

effectively monitor our vehicle and golf cart 
registrations and violations. 

• Our new sticker system will allow the security 
personnel at the gate to more easily identify 
vehicles authorized to enter our development 
during the day and the nighttime hours, eliminating 
backups at the entrance. 

• While resident vehicle stickers will resume being 
issued every year in order to provide us with greater 
information and control as well as vehicle 
enforcement, we will expand the issuance of 
resident stickers to up to five per household. This 
will facilitate the ease of entrance into the 
development for family members that regularly visit 
POW without requiring the front gate security 
personnel to obtain information on each visit. 

• Visitors to POW without stickers will be issued an 
information flyer when entering the development, 
which will remind everyone of the need to observe 
the ordinances and rules for vehicles within our 
development, and list some of them so that our 
visitors will be aware of what is expected of them as 
guests. 

• Implementing an emergency notification protocol 
by email and/or text to our residents when 
situations arise such as impending storms, flood 
warnings or other potential disasters. 

Our changing resident demographics have expanded the use 
of our roads for walking, jogging and bicycle riding 
throughout the year and especially during the summer 
season. With the increased pedestrian traffic, there is a 
greater need for our residents and guests to more strictly 
observe speed limits and stop signs so as to eliminate the 
possibility of a disastrous accident. In the summer of 2022, 
we will be implementing initiatives for greater enforcement 
of our safety rules affecting vehicles and golf carts. 

One final reminder to our year-round residents and those 
that visit during the “off-season”- for the safety of the many 
neighbors that enjoy walking, jogging and bicycling on our 
roads, the need to observe stop signs and speed limits are 
requirements in effect all year – not just during the summer 
months.  

Charles Tatelbaum, Security Commissioner 
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Importance of Keeping Your 
Address Current 
The 2022 Annual Meeting will be held June 4, 2022 

The call to the 2022 Annual Meeting will be mailed on or 
about, May 20, 2022.  It will include the meeting agenda, 
WPCA annual report. BOG Commissioners’ reports, 2021 
Annual Meeting draft minutes, 2021/2022 financial report 
and 2022/2023 budget.  Per the charter, it is sent by US Mail 
and will go the addresses in the POW database. 

POW and Old Lyme tax bills, in line with the charter 
requirements, are sent to the addresses on record at the Old 
Lyme Assessor’s Office. 

When you need to update your address, be certain to 
notify all the following: 

1. Old Lyme Town Assessor’s Office 

2. WPCA at P. O. Box 186, South Lyme, CT 06376 

3. POW Administration Office at any of the following: 

a) (860) 434-5686 

b) Email powoffice@att.net 

c) The POW website also has an online form 

for address updates at: 

http://pointowoodsct.com 

 

Point O’Woods Association 

P. O. Box 152 

South Lyme, CT 06376 

860-434-5686 

http://pointowoodsct.com 

powoffice@att.net 

2022 Board Meeting Schedule 

• March 22 

• April 26 

• May 24 

• June 28 

• July 26 

• August 23 

• September 27 

• October 25 

• November 15 
 

When not required to be held virtually, the 

monthly board meetings are usually held at 

Phoebe Griffin Noyes Library in Old Lyme, CT. 

Meeting locations can change so check the 

published agenda on the bulletin boards or the 

website. 

Meetings begin at 6:30PM, and POW residents 

are encouraged to attend. 

Annual Meeting 

June 4, 2022 
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