
POINT O’WOODS BOARD OF GOVERNORS’ MEETING 
  September 28, 2021 6:30 – 9:00PM 

First Congregational Church  
Sheffield Room 

2 Ferry Road, Old Lyme, CT 
TELECONFERENCE 

860-434-5686       pointowoodsct.com       powoffice@att.net 
 

APPROVED MINUTES 
Type of Meeting:  Regular 
Secretary:  Joan M. Lanzo 
Attendees:  Randy McHugh, Mike Aron, Mike LaFleur, Fred Callahan, Abe Krisst, Charles Tatelbaum, 
Helen Francis, John Sulick 
 
Randy McHugh called the meeting to order at 6:32 pm. 
 
CITIZEN SPEAK:   
Kathy McKeough, 10 West Joffre Road stated that signs in POW are not uniform and consistent 
throughout the neighborhood and that some have become faded and in need of repair.  She asked the 
BOG to consider making all the signs in the neighborhood more of the same and possibly even 
consolidating some.  She also stated that several need to be updated to contain new ordinance 
information.  Kathy said that the fumes from gas powered golf carts is overwhelming and asked the BOG 
to consider grandfathering those already in use and limiting future golf carts to electric powered only. 
 
Speaker #2 
Heidi Fonteneau of 11 Ridgewood Road spoke and asked the BOG to consider finding space for POW 
apparel. 
 
Kristen Aldieri, 32 Massachusetts Road asked for an update regarding July and August expense for Ace 
Security, how many tickets were issued and how many fees were collected.  She also asked about 
enforcement of the blight ordinance regarding a property where she stated weeds are growing through 
a gravel driveway. 
 
APPROVE AGENDA: 
Chuck Tatelbaum moved to accept the agenda as amended, Carl Filios seconded and the motion carried 
unanimously.   
 
SECRETARY’S REPORT: 
Fred Callahan moved to approve the minutes of August 24, 2021 as amended to show a correction in the 
Marilyn Stitham memorial donations which are to go to the recreation budget and not to the Point O’ 
Woods Library as previously stated.  Mike Aron seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: 
Helen Francis stated the major portion of the assessments have been collected and only a small amount 
of Capital Expense has been used.  She reported that expenses have been running very close to budget 
and projections.  Helen said that she and John Sulick have worked together to create break out 
categories for recreation activities by revenue and expense.  This system will be used for better planning 
of recreation items for future budgets.   



 
 
GUEST SPEAKER: 
Keith Nielsen from Docko, Inc. presented to the BOG and explained beach grading and permitting from 
the State of CT.  He stated a representative from the National Audubon Society has visited the beach to 
survey for Piping Plover birds that are protected by the state in the process of obtaining permits to 
conduct beach grading.  The representative did not find any birds nesting but said that they might 
possibly nest because of the conditions at the beach.  Mr. Nielsen said he has unsuccessfully attempted 
twice to obtain permit approval from the DEEP if a statement is added that states POW will conduct 
regular inspections for the protected birds.  POW currently grades the beach under the rules of a 
general state permit that allows for grading below the high tide line prior to March 31st and then only 
above the high tide line all summer long.  The BOG was presented with two options: continue to seek a 
permit that will allow for beach grading below the high tide line beyond March 31st, or continue to 
follow the general permit regulations.  Fred made a motion to continue the current grading process 
under the general permit and Mike Aron seconded it.  All were in favor and the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
REVIEW OF OPEN BUSINESS: 
Anderson Park Fence Updates: 
Randy reported that Rick Frascarelli had received 3 fence estimates ranging in price from $6,200-$8,500.  
Rick recommended that the Aldi Fence estimate for $6,200. be used as the business owner is a POW 
resident and the business has a good reputation.  Randy mentioned that a board vote is not required as 
the expense is under $7,500.00.  Helen mentioned that the Grounds budget already has significant 
projects set to get underway.  Randy said that he believes before the quote is signed, further discussion 
is needed with Bud Phelps and that the final decision can be moved to the October BOG Meeting.   
 
CT Road Flooding: 
Randy stated that Bud is working with an engineer and putting together an application as wetlands 
restoration and will present to the Old Lyme Inland Wetlands Commission.   
Randy also mentioned that he had received a letter from resident Olga Gomez on Oakridge Drive 
regarding flooding at on her property that she believes is related to the CT Road flooding.  Randy stated 
that it has not been determined if this is so or if the flooding at her residence is related to a pipe that 
runs below the Amtrak property. 
 
Seaview Rd Retaining Wall: 
Mike LaFleur stated that a contractor is restoring the retaining wall and it should be completed by early 
October with an estimated cost of $2,500.00. 
 
FEMA Update: 
Randy reported that the request for FEMA funds was approved and is POW is awaiting payment by the 
State of CT.  He stated that the $10,000.00 check will be captured in the contingency portion of the 
budget.   
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Fall Newsletter:  
Randy stated that the newsletter will be published and distributed in early December and asked that all 
BOG have their reports completed by October 15, 2021. 
 



 
 
Freedom of Information Basics: 
Randy reviewed the rules of the Freedom of Information act.  Because POW is a municipal corporation, 
it must follow FOI guidelines while conducting its meetings and official business. 
 
Women’s Club Social Events: 
John Sulick reported that he has had great partnership with the Women’s Club and that the events they 
have organized have had no budgetary issues and have been self-funding.  He also stated that due to a 
lack of volunteer participation from POW, the club has come to oversee more POW recreation events 
and they are asking to move those events under the POW recreation program.  John mentioned they 
have concerns about liability coverage and asked if the BOG would sanction them under POW.  Randy 
read the insurance policy and reported that they have full coverage as they are a part of POW. 
Several BOG members questioned how event fees will be collected and if the recreation budget will 
receive any revenue from the events, and John assured that all profit will go to the recreation budget.  
Mike Aron moved that the Board of Governor’s sanction the Women’s Club as a recognized Point 
O’Woods club that may continue to hold events as they have done in the past which benefit Point O’ 
Woods at large.  Fred Callahan seconded the motion.  Carl Filios moved to table the motion.  The motion 
to table failed with 7 Nay and 1 Aye.  The BOG then voted to sanction the Women’s Club and the vote 
was unanimously in favor. 
   
Fake Emails: 
Randy stated that false emails and text messages on his behalf have been sent to BOG members but all 
have been recognized.  He remined the BOG to continue their due diligence in checking email addresses 
and contact information when receiving information regarding POW business. 
 
27 Champion Road Construction And Bridge Weight Limit: 
Randy stated he had communicated with Nancy Narwold, 27 Champion Road, concerning contractor 
vehicles that will cross the bridge for work at her residence.  Michael Harkin, engineer and owner of 
Harkin Engineering presented to the BOG and explained that smaller contractor vehicles and equipment 
will be used at the site to be sure that the weight limit is not exceeded.  The bridge is constructed to 
accommodate the weight of a fire pumper truck and during this construction project, no vehicles 
heavier than that will cross the span. 
 
Sign Ordinance: 
Carl stated that current sign ordinance language regarding the 2 week limitation could be an issue for 
residents who need to post real estate signs for sale/rent.  He asked if the language should be revised to 
reflect to address the type of signs posted.  He stated this is something the BOG will need to review in 
the next year and Randy mentioned speaking with the attorney for legal advice regarding. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
Ramondetta Letter 
Randy referenced a letter he had received from Joe Ramondetta, 104 Hillcrest Road stating the BOG had 
not responded to a previous letter regarding water issues from POW property.  Randy said that action 
had been taken; several BOG members and a contractor, AL Bond, have surveyed the area to devise a 
solution and Bond is creating a quote for the expense. 
    
 



Oakridge Dr/Hillcrest. Culvert – Olga Gomez 
Randy referenced a letter that was received from Olga Gomez which had been addressed earlier in the 
meeting on the discussion of the CT Road Flooding. 
      
 
 
 
COMMISIONER REPORTS: 
Ordinance: 
Carl Filios mentioned that the POW had received 3 books of historical information that contain original 
handwritten records from POW.  Carl stated that these documents will be scanned into into the 
electronic archival system now in place.  Randy asked where that electronic information is stored and 
Helen reported it is in a cloud based system with full access by BOG members. 
 
Vice President: 
Mike Aron reported that POW is seeking a replacement for Pam Spadaccini who will be retiring later this 
year and asked BOG members to notify him of anyone interested.  Randy stated that Pam will be very 
missed and asked BOG members to forward a note of thanks and well wishes to her. 
 
Boat Basin: 
Abe Krisst stated that the recent storms have created damage to mooring poles within the boat basin 
and boats have needed to be relocated.  Some damaged poles have been replaced and more work will 
continue in the spring.   
Abe also reported that the boat basin/bulkhead replacement project continues with the finance 
committee having met 5 times during the season.  It was determined that POW will need to obtain 
financing for a portion of the project so financial information has been supplied to multiple banks for 
their consideration.  Helen has been communicating with the banks and is awaiting more information. 
 
Security: 
Chuck Tatelbaum said he will provide a full report in October which will include information for next 
year. 
 
Recreation: 
John Sulick reported that he has received very positive community response to the events held this year.  
He also said that he has begun to understand the process better and realizes the protocols that need to 
be followed.  Randy McHugh thanked him for his upbeat energy and all of the work he has 
accomplished. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Chuck Tatelbaum moved to adjourn the meeting, Abe Krisst seconded and the motion carried 
unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 9:21 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Joan M. Lanzo  
 
 


