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The Point O'Woods Association, Incorporated 
P.O. BOX 152 

South Lyme, CT 06376 
pointowoodsct.com    860-434-5686 

 
 

Call of the Annual Meeting 
 

 
Notice is hereby given that the 2021 Annual Meeting of the Point O’ Woods Association, Incorporated will be held 
on Saturday, June 5, 2021, at 6:00 p.m. EDT at the Old Lyme Middle School, 53 Lyme St, Old Lyme, CT.  
 

1. To hear the report of the Women’s Club. 

2. To accept the minutes of the 2019 Annual Meeting (June 1, 2019). 

3. To receive the reports of the Governors of The Association.  

4. To ratify and approve all actions undertaken in the name of The Association by the Governors and Officers                      
during the fiscal years 2019/2020 and 2020/2021. 

5. To hear a report from the Point O’ Woods Water Pollution Control Authority. 

6. To hear a report on the Restoration of the Boat Basin. 

7. To vote for the adoption of the annual budget for the fiscal year 2021-2022 as submitted by the Board of   
Governors. 

8. To levy a tax, due and payable August 1, 2021, to meet the expenses provided in the budget. 

9. To vote to adopt changes to the Ordinances brought forth by the Board of Governors. 

10. To authorize the Board of Governors to appoint and remove officers for the protection of The Association 
as needed. 

11. To elect three Governors for a three-year term. Nominees include: 

● Fred Callahan  

● James Mattison,  

● Susan Paisley 

● Bud Phelps  

12. To transact any other business that may properly be brought before this meeting. 

Dated at South Lyme, Connecticut, on this 15th day of May 2021 AD. 

 
Randall McHugh, President 

Board of Governors 
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An important message concerning voting procedures 
 
Dear Association Member, 
 
Who are the voters? 
Only those specifically named on the deed recorded at the Old Lyme Town Hall, are eligible to vote and will be 
given a ballot. If you are a property owner whose name is not listed (such as those in a partnership or trust), please 
be advised that proof of ownership – i.e., the deed to the property - must be presented to the registration desk in 
order to receive a voting ballot. 
 
More specifically, If the Call of the Meeting was addressed to: 

●  ‘et al’ - the deed is the only proof of all specific owners who receive ballots 
● Trust - the trustee is the voter who receives a ballot.  If there are more than one trustee for a Trust that 

owns property, only one ballot will be distributed to the one trustee authorized to vote at the Annual 
Meeting.  Proof that the trustee is the authorized one to vote should be presented at the time the ballot is 
requested. 

● Corporation or LLC - there is 1 ballot distributed for the property, which will be given to the authorized 
member or corporate officer of the corporation or LLC authorized to vote at the Annual Meeting.  Proof 
that the person is the authorized member or corporate officer should be presented at the time the ballot is 
requested. 

 
What’s the voting process? 
Once again at this year’s Annual Meeting, property owners will be registered to vote and given a ballot upon 
arriving at the meeting location. Given that some property owners may wish to be accompanied by non-property 
owners, we will allow interested non-property owners to attend.  As in federal, state and municipal elections, 
please bring proper identification. However, any voice votes taken at the meeting will also require property owners 
to raise their ballot in the air for counting.  This will ensure that only property owners are voting on POW issues. 
 
Finally, during the election of governors, property owners will be required to submit their completed ballot in 
accordance with our verbal instructions.  If anyone holding a ballot wishes to leave our annual meeting prior to 
voting, their blank ballot must be returned to a member of the registration staff before departing. 
 
We will try our best to register voters in the most efficient way possible, and your prompt arrival will help ensure 
this outcome. On behalf of the Board of Governors, I thank you in advance for your cooperation with these 
procedures.  We look forward to seeing you at the Annual Meeting. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Randall McHugh, President 
Board of Governors 
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The Point O’Woods Association 
Post Office Box 152 

South Lyme, CT 06376 
Pointowoodsct.com / powoffice@att.net 

 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS, 2020-2021 

President 
 

Randall McHugh 
270 Farmington Ave 
Ste. 151 
Farmington, CT 06032 

32 Seaview C 860-913-8458 
 
 
rmchugh@bmpc-law.com 

Vice President Michael Aron 
35 Blue Ridge Dr 

Simsbury CT 06089 

101-1 Hillcrest H 860-841-2741 
 
aronm@aol.com 

Beach Fred Callahan 
99 Cedarwood Lane 
Newington, CT 06111 

14 Oak Rd 
 
 

C 860-209-2944 
 
bowlingcop@aol.com 

Boat Basin Abe Krisst 
25 Gin Sill Lane 
West Hartford, CT 06107 

21 Seaview C 860-690-0650 
 
krisst@juno.com 

Grounds Bud Phelps 
P. O. Box 427 
South Lyme, CT 06376 

18 Sargent Rd H 860-434-0693 
 
budphelps45@gmail.com 

Ordinance  Carl Filios 
1713 Clearview Dr. 
Manning, SC 29102 

14 Stanhope Rd C 413-822-9119 
 
cefilios91@gmail.com 

Recreation Beth Kelly 
P. O. Box 311 
Old Lyme, CT 06371 

23 Ridgewood Rd H 860-434-0245 
 
bak3072@yahoo.com 

Roads Michael LaFleur 
P.O. Box 336 
South Lyme, CT 06376 

38 Connecticut Rd H 860-434-5013 
C 860-638-8334 
mlafleur.pwoods@gmail.com 

Security Chuck Tatelbaum 
1101 SE6th Street 15th Fl 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 
33301 

36 Seaview C 860-965-7777 
 
 
cmt@TrippScott.com 

APPOINTEES: 

SECRETARY Jean Smith 12 Champion Rd O 860-434-5686 
 
powoffice@att.net 

TREASURER Helen Francis 
 
 

81 Connecticut Rd C 203-258-5093 
 
helenlfrancis@icloud.com 
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Point O’Woods Association 
Water Pollution Control Authority 

2021 Annual Report 

The past year presented the WPCA Board with many challenges that had not been previously addressed. Our sewer 
system has been in operation for eleven years. We are now realizing more costs needed to maintain and monitor 
the system.  In 2020, the central station required two new main pumps. There was one new pump in storage. 
A second pump was purchased and we were able to rebuild one of the old pumps. That unit is now stored as a 
backup. In addition, we have implemented a bi-weekly monitoring system to review pump efficiency, which helps 
with preventative maintenance charting.  

The required use of Bioxide to mitigate high levels of Hydrogen Sulfide (HS2) * gas generated by sewage waste, 
continues to present increasing costs to the WPCA.  At the inception of our sewer project, Hydrogen Sulfur issues 
were unknown.  It turns out that elevated Hydrogen Sulfide levels of over 80ppm can be fatal to anyone working in 
a manhole and are also corrosive to concrete sewer lines which are used by both East Lyme and Waterford.  Six 
years ago, it was brought to our attention by East Lyme that our sewage was causing issues with both the East Lyme 
& Waterford sewage systems. Bioxide would be needed to reduce the amount of Hydrogen Sulfide gas to safely 
transport our sewage over the one and a half miles to the East Lyme hook up on Rt156. 

For the last four years, we have manually administered the Bioxide feed by charting and increasing amounts added 
during peak periods of sewage flow.   However, there are too many variables to be successful.   In December 
2020, a conversation with East Lyme’s Water & Sewer manager made it clear that unless we stopped the Hydrogen 
Sulfide*(HS2) spikes which are graphed and recorded, there would be legal action taken against us.  Point O' Woods 
WPCA would be held libel for any damage done to their system because of the spikes. 

 In order to comply with the East Lyme Hydrogen Sulfide regulations, a special meeting of the WPCA board was 
called in December 2020.  The Board voted to implement the Versadose computer monitoring system to manage 
Bioxide application to our sewage. East Lyme has been using the Versadose computer monitored system. The 
system should be installed by the end of May 2021. The system’s monthly monitoring cost, accounts for 75% or $30 
of the increase in the annual maintenance fee from $385 to $425. In addition, East Lyme’s fees for waste disposal 
have increased 3 % this year. Disposal costs constitute the largest percentage of our budget. 

As mentioned in the last annual letter, the bleed valves along Rt 156 to East Lyme needed to be replaced. We 
purchased and installed stainless steel valves as their life expectancy is better than the ones that were originally 
installed.  We have created a maintenance schedule to flush the valves in hopes of prolonging their life 
expectancy. We have also added an annual maintenance plan for our backup generators at all 3 pump stations.  

In the summer of 2020, there was 1 grinder pump that required replacement and the expense was the property 
owner’s responsibility. The cost to replace a grinder pump exceeds $2100.  The main reason for grinder pump 
failures is caused by not adhering to the DO NOT FLUSH memo. Please remind family, friends, and renters to abide 
by the DO NOT FLUSH memo. (Please see attached.) Whether your home is gravity fed or uses a grinder pump, 
remember that our privately owned sewer system was designed to handle grey water* and human waste only. 
Adherence to the DNF memo helps keep our expenses down. 

Also, if you have plans for any renovations or tear downs that involve cutting your sewage lines, please contact a 
WPCA board member to insure you are in compliance with the rules & regulations of the WPCA. Failure to do so 
could adversely affect our system.  Certain precautions should be taken during construction. For more information, 
please visit our website.   http://point-o-woodswpca.com/ 

I’d like to thank the WPCA Board members, Dick Hrinak, Bud Phelps, Ken Russell, Will Szestakow & Bill Griffin, 
treasurer, Helen Francis and secretary, Bill Pape for their dedication in attending meetings and handling 
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assignments. We would like to thank our part time technician, Rick Frascarelli for his dedication in handling WPCA 
issues at all times of the day. 

As you have probably heard by now, WPCA treasurer and longtime POW resident, Rita Sulick passed away 
unexpectedly soon after her retirement from the WPCA last July.  Rita had been with the WPCA since its inception. 
Her knowledge and friendship are missed on our committee.  Rita's enthusiastic and generous contributions to the 
entire POW community will always be fondly remembered and appreciated. 

I am hopeful that we will be able to enjoy a healthy and relaxing summer at our special beach community. 

Thank you, 

Rich Ramondetta, Chairman 
Point O' Woods WPCA 

 

*Hydrogen Sulfide 
 
Hydrogen sulfide is a colorless, flammable, extremely hazardous gas with a “rotten egg” smell. 
 
*Grey Water   

Greywater is gently used water from your bathroom sinks, showers, tubs, and washing machines.  
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THIS HOUSE IS SERVED BY A COMMUNITY SANITARY 

SEWER SYSTEM THAT COULD BE DAMAGED BY 

FLUSHING PROHIBITED MATERIALS TO THE SEWER. 

 

CAUTION:  ONLY FLUSH SANITARY WASTE DOWN THE 

DRAIN.  BELOW ARE EXAMPLES OF WHAT NOT TO 

FLUSH: 
 

• Diapers, feminine products 

(e.g.) sanitary napkins, 

tampons*, condom*, etc., 

rags, or any kind of cloth, 

string, dental floss, 

 

• Gasoline, kerosene, solvents, 

paint thinner, or any flammable 

or combustible materials, paints. 

• Any types of wipes.  

• Bulk grease or fat (drain 

cooking pans before cleaning 

in the sink and dispose of 

grease separately) 

 

• Seafood shells, bones, cherry 

stones, peach pits, etc., plastic or 

metal objects 

• Sand, kitty litter, aquarium 

gravel, pet cage shavings 

 

• Strong chemicals or toxic, 

caustic or poisonous substances 

• Plastic or metal objects • Seafood shells, bones, cherry 

stones, peach pits, etc. 

  
  

In the event that any damage was caused by any of the above, the 

cost to repair will be that of the homeowner. 
*These are new items causing issues. 

In the event of an emergency, call Williamson Pump & Motor, Inc., 

POW’s operation and maintenance contractor at (860) - 613-0401.This 

document can be found on the WPCA website, [www.point-o-woodswpca.com]          

June 10, 2019 
 

 



7 

 

 

POINT O’ WOODS ASSOCIATION INC 

WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHORITY 

P.O. BOX 186 

SOUTH LYME, CT 06376 

 
 

CLEAN WATER PROJECT LOAN #501-C1 REPORT 
 
 

                  Original Loan Obligation December 31, 2010     $7,649,893.48  
                  Balance July 1, 2020        $3,737,106.38  

   Our Projected Balance June 30, 2021     $3,273,603.43  
 
 

DRINKING WATER FUND LOAN  
 

   Original Loan Obligation December 1, 2010                      $  800,000.00  
 

 
This loan was fully paid off prior to June 30, 2020. 

 
 
We were able to pay down an additional $175,000 on the Clean Water Project Loan #501-C1 which is reflected in 
the Projected Balance as of June 30, 2021 noted above.  
 
We thank all property owners for their commitment and payments. This enables us to meet our obligations to the 
state. Please note the semi-annual payments are due on April and October of each year and remain the same. 
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POINT O’WOODS ASSOCIATION INC. 
 

WATER POLLUTION CONTROL AUTHORITY 
 

SUMMARY BALANCE SHEET 
 

 
A total of 106 property owners have paid off their Benefit Assessment since 2010. 
The Benefit assessment account represents the receipt of the semi-annual homeowner lien payments net of the 
payments to the state.  
 
The User fee account shows the net cash flows from the collection of the user fee less cost to manage and maintain 
the systems.  
 
The Reserve account is what has been reserved for emergency situations or longerterm capex costs. 
 
 
 
WPCA ACCOUNTS                JUNE 30, 2020       April 30, 2021   JUNE 30, 2021  

   ACTUAL        FISCAL YEAR                   PROJECTED  
 

BENEFIT ASSESSSMENT   $348,030.68      $400,982.47                    $329,275.00 
USER FEE     $ 29,748.24             $ 74,830.15                    $ 19,137.60  
RESERVE     $261,995.67       $262,673.78                    $262,722.69  
 
 
 
We have $22,574 past due as of April 30, 2021. $16,660 of this is more than one year past due and associated with 
3 homeowners and appropriate legal action is in action.  
 
 
Helen Francis, Treasurer 
Point O’Woods WPCA 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  
This past season certainly had its challenges. The Board and residents had to learn how to meet virtually and we 
were unable to hold the annual meeting. Nonetheless, a budget was adopted, elections were held and the business 
before the Board progressed.  While there was a brief period where there were COVID related restrictions on some 
activities, residents continued to enjoy being at Point O’Woods.  Without question, we are all very fortunate to be 
able to call Point O’Woods home.   
 
As I mentioned in our Fall Newsletter our Secretary, Jean Smith, will be stepping down this June.  Jean has a great 
amount of experience and has done a great job serving as the Board’s Secretary.  She will be missed.  On behalf of 
the Board, we thank you Jean for all that you have done.  
 
Over the winter we interviewed candidates for Jean’s replacement and found Joan Lanzo who is a perfect fit for this 
position.   Joan served as Secretary to the Board at Giant’s Neck Heights Association and she will undoubtedly be 
able to perform the tasks required as the Board’s Secretary.  
 
Additionally, we recently learned that Beth Kelly has decided not to seek another term on the Board of Governors.  
Beth has served on the Board for fifteen years which shows her incredible dedication to our community. Under her 
leadership as the recreation commissioner, she worked tirelessly managing the recreation program, planning and 
organizing dances, dinners, bingo, parties, bands and movies on the beach, book clubs, and took over running the 
library.  She has done so much I am likely missing something, I am sure.   She also has made capital improvements 
to the basketball court and improvements to the tennis courts are underway. We also now have pickleball which is 
really fun for all ages!  On behalf of the Board, thank you Beth for all you have done for our community.  
   
As you will hear from other commissioners later herein, the Board has been busy. The Boat Basin Restoration 
Project has been progressing; the beach has new racks to move all kayaks and paddle boards off the sand, thereby 
giving more room to residents trying to enjoy the beach; the beach grading permit is in the process of being 
renewed; a new security plan has also been implemented to keep residents safe, abate nuisances, and enforce 
laws; the flooding near Connecticut Road is being worked on; new ordinances are being introduced for a vote; the 
Point O’Woods Office and Treasurer have integrated our financial and property data into  QuickBooks for better 
tracking and efficiency; and the nominating committee has nominated additional residents to be placed on the 
ballot for election to the Board of Governors.   
 
Additionally, Point O’Woods currently has a request for public assistance pending with FEMA for funding to defray 
some of the costs Point O’Woods incurred due to Tropical Storm Isaias. If granted, the request would yield up to 
$10,000 in reimbursement for storm related expenses. 
 
We look forward to seeing each of you - our friends and neighbors - and hope this year provides a return to 
normalcy.  In the meantime, please be well.  
 
Randy McHugh, President 
 
BEACH 
The beach is basically all set for the summer season.  It was graded in late March.  The process of renewing the 10-
year beach-grading permit with the CT DEEP and The Army Corp of Engineers is underway.  It has been a very long 
process.  Hopefully the new 10-year grading permit will be issued soon. Harry Plaut will be cleaning the beach daily 
again this summer.  He has been cleaning the beach for 16 years and does a great job.  
New kayak/paddle board racks have been built and installed on the beach.  The kayak/paddle board season has 
been extended allowing for kayak/paddle boards to be put in the beach racks starting May 15th, a month earlier 
than in the past.  No kayaks/paddle boards can be left on the sand.  They must be in the racks at all times. 
If any residents have any concerns or recommendations regarding the beach, please contact me.  
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Fred Callahan, Beach Commissioner 
 
 
 
BOAT BASIN  
As was the case last year, there is more news on the Boat Basin Bulkhead Reconstruction project.  This past winter, 
all permits for the project were approved by DEEP.  At this point, the earliest possible period for construction would 
be in the winter of 2022-23.  Currently, final construction documents are being finalized with the intention of an 
RFP being released sometime this summer.  The Boat Basin Bulkhead Reconstruction Work Group will be reviewing 
the construction documents and RFP before issuance to ensure that interests of the community are being 
considered very closely.  The POW Board of Governors has been discussing financing options and should have more 
information for the community once proposals are returned with pricing.  
 
The 2021 boating season will be upon us soon.  Please note the following important reminders as we head into the 
season. 

● Prominently display your boat basin sticker on your boat.  
● If for any reason there is another boat (other than the one registered with the POW office) temporarily 

slipped in your spot, please notify Abe Krisst at krisst@juno.com.   
● Please note that POW residents may tie up to open bulkhead space while launching/pulling boats, but this 

period should not exceed 20 minutes.  
● Please do not use the bulkhead walkways/spaces for storage of personal boating items.  Please store any 

items (such as tubes, fishing gear and other boating necessities) on boats or keep them at your residence.   
 If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at 860-690-0650.  
 
Abe Krisst, Boat Basin Commissioner 
 
GROUNDS 
Our Grounds and Maintenance staff, led by Rick Frascarelli, assisted by Tom Cretens, are always busy maintaining 
Association properties. These properties include the Rights of Way, footpaths, recreation areas, Anderson Park, and 
the beach berms. Their work includes, mowing, leaf and brush removal, installation of new plantings, and any other 
necessary work, both scheduled and emergency. In addition to the Grounds work, they also support the boat basin 
and beach areas with necessary maintenance, assist the Women’s Club with events and help the WPCA as needed. 
This year, The Association replaced the 10-year-old maintenance truck and plow using capital funds that are set 
aside each year for this purpose. During the winter months, Rick maintained all of the roads with snow plowing, 
sand and he kept all of our equipment in great working condition. 

The community garden at Andersen field created huge enthusiasm and competition amongst our residents for who 
was growing what and what veggies were growing best. The garden itself has also become a destination for 
community members and visitors with the unique garden decorations including the flying owl, urns and scarecrows. 
This year there is even a waiting list!! Much thanks to Phil Schmitt who proposed, designed and managed the 
garden installation. 

I’m looking forward to the return of summer residents and with any luck, we can all enjoy a “normal” summer here 
in Point O’Woods. 

Bud Phelps, Grounds Commissioner 

ORDINANCE  
As you may be aware, there were to be three ordinances on the agenda for last year’s Annual Meeting.  Since that 
time, other issues have surfaced, and elsewhere in this report you will find the ordinance changes/additions to be 
voted on this year.  To summarize, they include the following: 
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● Ban smoking/vaping/tobacco use at the Main Beach - Smoking is being allowed in fewer and fewer places.  
It’s a health issue and will also help keep the beach clean. Many residents have requested this action for 
several years. 

● Banning golf cart use between midnight and 6:00 AM - Golf carts operation in the middle of the night is a 
nuisance due to the noise. Operators are often teens and young adults running around disturbing the peace 
and tranquility of POW 

● Banning Jumping into Three Mile River from Point O’Woods Property.   This is activity endangers those who 
jump as well as others.  

● Our fishing/swimming ordinance is unenforceable in its current form - We are seeking to amend it so that it 
is enforceable. 

● Unkempt property (lawn and weeds) - This is to give Point O’Woods the power to cut severely overgrown 
lawns and bill the owner.  Lawn overgrowth is a potential health hazard, in addition to being very unsightly. 

● Banning the dumping of any debris, including yard waste, into any stream, body of water or watercourse.   
We have seen the effects of yard waste on a stream and the upstream flooding it has caused.  

● Emergency expenditures - We currently have no way to quickly authorize spending when needed in case of 
emergencies, like storms, where roads need to be cleared.  We can’t always have an immediate special 
Board meeting. 

Carl Filios, Ordinance Commissioner 
 
RECREATION 
Although last summer was a summer of social distancing and restrictions, the community still found a way to enjoy 
themselves. The newly installed bocce courts were frequently used by all ages with a weekly drop-in game. Tennis 
was another popular sport this summer. Thank you, Matt Petersen, for creating so much interest again. The courts 
saw record use. Pickleball is rapidly gaining popularity. It’s an easy game to pick up. Just be sure to stay out of the 
kitchen!  
 
The library continues to attract visitors. We are lucky to have so many wonderful books to share with each other 
along with puzzles and movies. The library continues to grow with frequent book drop-offs and we encourage you 
to use good judgment when dropping books off. The library is set up for pleasure light beach reading books and 
children's books, however lately we have received numerous books that are not appropriate. This makes added 
work for our library volunteers. Please refrain from dropping off textbooks, magazines, political, religious, health 
and home repair books.  
 
Look for a modified event schedule this summer. There are several events in the planning stages including concerts, 
movie and bingo nights along with the POW golf tournament. Bingo will be on Monday night on the boardwalk and 
the movie night will be on Friday night at dusk on the beach. A socially distant concert, come in your golf cart, at the 
pavilion May 29 at 4:30 to 6:30 with Chris and Chris will kick off the summer. Look for the return of Mass Confusion 
on July 31st at 7:30 on the beach!! Bring your dance moves, they were amazing for our 100th anniversary 
celebration!! New this summer will be a monthly book club with meetings at the pavilion.      The book club is open 
to everyone and consideration is encouraged when discussing the book material. "The first book to discuss is 
The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah, will be June 17 at the pavilion 7:00 PM.   
The July book is People We Meet on Vacation by Emily Henry, and the August book A Hundred Summers by Beatriz 
Williams, September book The Shadow Box by Luanne Rice. These books can be downloaded from the library, 
online and Amazon or purchased online or in a bookstore. 
 
Spring projects around the recreation area include: Reconfiguring the pickleball court lines to better utilize the 
space, court crack repairs, cleaning and routine maintenance to the tennis courts, replacement and installation of 4 
tennis net posts, basketball court cleaning and maintenance with the addition of 4 square and hopscotch, 
playground maintenance and additional mulch. 
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I am concluding my last term as a member of the Board of Governors this year where I have been fortunate to have 
served for 15 years and seen many changes and made many long-term friendships. I'll now contribute from the 
sidelines and see you at the beach. 
 
Beth Kelly, Recreation Commissioner 
 
ROADS 
I am happy to report that the condition of the roads remains good. This winter we experienced more snow and ice 
than the previous seasons but luckily the roads did not incur any damage.  
As part of our ongoing efforts to maintain the roads, we will be re-painting lines at stop signs, adding lines on 
Champion Rd. to indicate parking spaces for golf carts, and sealing any new and existing cracks.  
 
We continue to clean the storm drains at the end of every season, and we are evaluating the health and integrity of 
several other drains specifically in the low-lying locations. We will slowly be installing new posts for stop signs at 
locations, which consistently receive damage due to wind or other factors. There are several speed limit signs, 
which have faded due to sun exposure over the years, and maintenance will be replacing the decals on those signs 
so they are once again clear and easily visible.  
 
While our roads are in good shape, we will be adding additional investment to our capital budget for this and the 
upcoming years to begin saving for the future when the roads will eventually need to be repaved. While this work is 
not imminent, it’s something we need to prepare for and begin building our capital budget to reduce the budget 
costs in the future.  
I hope 2021 offers a return to normalcy and hope everyone has a happy and safe summer season.  
 

Michael La Fleur, Roads Commissioner 

 
SECURITY 
In May of last year, I volunteered to be a substitute for Fred Callahan as Security Commissioner during the time that 
he convalesced from his knee replacement surgery. At the POW annual election of Board members, it was decided 
that I would hold the position as Security Commissioner for the 2020-2021 fiscal year.   
 
Surprisingly, through June and most of July, I averaged close to two hours a day in dealing with security and related 
issues in order to continue to maintain POW as a safe and secure place to live and recreate, and to continually 
provide a safe environment for our families. Calls, texts and emails were received beginning as early as 6:30 AM and 
continued to be received until midnight. I am sure that this is what Fred encountered during his time as Security 
Commissioner.  If one is going to do this job properly, one cannot fail to take the time needed to handle the myriad 
and multitude of issues that develop on a daily basis. 
 
I am pleased to advise you that except for some teen vandalism, we had no significant criminal activity within our 
community last summer, but we did experience an increase in residents and guests ignoring and violating POW's 
Ordinances and Rules. 
 
I have found that the vast majority of our residents are wonderful people and committed to doing everything they 
can to further enhance our community. However, there is an increasing number of residents who express a certain 
entitlement or privilege, and they believe that the Rules and Ordinances do not apply to them, meaning to them 
that they can ignore and violate them with impunity.  Our security issues are largely not with visitors to our 
community, but with our own residents. We as a community should make it clear to not only our visitors, but also 
to our residents that everyone entering our community is responsible for adhering to and complying with all of our 
Rules and Ordinances. These Rules and Ordinances have been voted on at annual meetings by our residents, and 
were created by a majority of our residents. For most long-standing residents and our newcomers, the Rules and 
Ordinances are the same and must be evenly applied.  In order to provide the safe and secure environment that we 
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all desire, we cannot accept a situation where there are individuals or families that believe that they have an 
entitlement to ignore and refuse to observe the Rules and regulations of our community. 
 
Some of the most significant issues that created problems during the past summer season are the following: 

● Underage children driving golf carts. Whether or not an adult is in the cart at the time, this is not permitted, 
and it creates a significant safety hazard. 

● Drivers of vehicles and golf cart ignoring stop signs. The stop signs are strategically placed at intersections in 
order to create a safe environment. 

● Young people, especially teens and those who are under age, congregated in the beach area or the pavilion 
at night, creating noise and interfering with the tranquility of nearby residents. During this past summer, 
we had a significant issue with underage drinking at night, and this led to instances where the State Police 
had to be called in order to deal with rowdiness and even vandalism. Throughout the summer, there were 
groups of teens and individuals in their 20s that came to the beach late at night, had alcohol parties which 
we know occurred from the debris that was left, and the air was filled with marijuana smoke. This was 
unfair to the residents who live near or along the beach, and required us to clean the beach on a daily basis 
to remove the litter and debris that was left. 

● At the beach parking lot, we had problems with residents and renters that failed to display appropriate 
parking stickers. Additionally, drivers of vehicles and golf carts ignored the do not enter signs at the west 
end of the beach parking lot, and created dangerous situations for other vehicles and pedestrians in that 
area. 

● As signage indicates, there is no parking permitted on any of the POW road rights-of-way (except for the 
end of Hillcrest Road).  Parking on the roads creates a significant hazard, and throughout the summer we 
had many residents and guests who ignored this prohibition. 

 
For this year's summer season, we are instituting some new and modified procedures and practices that should 
solve some of the issues that we encountered last year, and help to provide for a safe and enjoyable environment 
for all of our residents. 

● We have renewed our contract with ACE Security.  This year, an RFP was sent to most of the licensed 
security companies in southern and eastern Connecticut, and we received two proposals. After carefully 
analyzing both of the proposals, focusing not only on cost, but also on the ability to provide us with the 
service that we need, the Board unanimously chose ACE Security. 

● As with last year, the lead guard with ACE will have a dedicated cell phone for our residents to use in the 
event that the encounter a security issue or have a security question. All residents will be provided with the 
cell phone number at the beginning of the season. Our residents are urged to use that cell phone whenever 
a security issue arises. We will have a guard at the front gate from 9:00 AM to 1:00 AM the next day 7 days 
a week. We will also have a guard primarily around the beach/playground/pavilion area for approximately 
45 minutes each hour and on patrol for 15 minutes each hour from 9:00 AM to 1:00 AM the next day. 

● In order to deal with and combat inappropriate behavior and activities by some of our residents and others, 
on many weekends, on some holidays and occasionally during the week, in place of the security guard at 
the beach area, we will be engaging off duty Old Lyme police officers to not only provide for the safety of 
our residents and guests, but also to have the authority to use such enforcement opportunities as are 
needed in order to maintain the appropriate decorum and compliance with Rules and Ordinances.  The off-
duty police officers will have direct contact with the guard at the front gate so that any issues can be dealt 
with immediately. 

● In order to resolve the issues with respect to those parking in the beach parking lot without proper 
authority, beginning on June 6, we will boot vehicles that are illegally parked within POW, with a special 
emphasis on the beach parking lot. Those driver/owners of the vehicles that are booted will need to pay a 
$50 service charge in order to have the boot removed. Signage will be placed throughout the beach parking 
area and elsewhere in POW advising our residents and guests of this new booting policy and procedure. 
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One final reminder to our year-round residents and those that visit throughout the year - for the safety of the many 
neighbors that enjoy walking, jogging and bicycling on our roads, the need to observe stop signs is a requirement all 
year – not just during the summer months. 
 
Charles Tatelbaum, Security Commissioner 
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POINT O’ WOODS – TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

           (HIGHLIGHTS FOR FY 2021 (July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021) 
 

Total Income (revenue from all sources) is projected at $437,409 … $474 more than the Budget of $436,935.  
Through March, total income is $429,452 and an additional $7,957 is expected during April through June.  There are 
no material differences between the forecast and budgeted with the only item of note to be the community garden 
income of $1,140 which was not budgeted and is new in this fiscal year. 
Ordinary expenses are estimated at $420,699 – below the budgeted $436,160 by $15,461.  The major savings came 
from Administration and Grounds a total savings of $31,744.  This was offset slightly by Security which is forecasted 
to be about $12,711 higher than budget due to an extended season with coverage starting earlier in May and 
ending later in September. The remaining departments were close to budget. 
Regarding capital expenditures, we expect to spend about $100,753 versus $188,000 budgeted … about $87,247 
less than the budget appropriation for this fiscal year. 
Therefore, in aggregate, the forecast for the current fiscal year is as follows: 
      Forecast for  Budget for  Over/(Under) 

    FY 2021  FY 2021     Budget 
Total Income    $437,409  $436,935    $      474 

Total Ordinary Expenses   420,699    436,160    (15,461) 

Net Ordinary Income         16,710           775    (15,935) 

Capital Expenditures and Reserves  100,753    188,000    (87,247) 

Net Income after CAPEX    $(84,043)  (187,225)  (103,182) 

HIGHLIGHTS FOR FY 2022 (July 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022) 
The budget for the upcoming fiscal year calls for an increase in the mill rate of 6%.  Last year the mill rate was 
increased to accommodate lower property assessments (down by 14.4% in total) but there was no increase in 
overall taxes.  There has been no increase in taxes overall since 2015.  The dollar has had an inflation rate of 1.87% 
per year between 2015 and today or a cumulative price increase of 11.75%.  The costs associated with maintaining 
our community have increased and we need to ensure that we can continue to maintain it moving forward 
including planning accordingly for CAPEX associated expenses such as maintaining our recreation areas, our roads 
and the boat basin.  We expect our cash balance at 6/30/21 to be about $872,743 with about $770,704 estimated 
for 6/30/22.  The mill rate is, thus, proposed at 2.95, an increase of .167 versus this past year’s 2.78. 

The budget for the upcoming fiscal year will include an increase in Boat Basin rental revenue of $12,250.  The Board 
has approved a change to charge a flat $75 per foot with any boat less than 14 feet being charged $900.  This 
change still provides prices that are extremely reasonable when compared to other local boat basins and reflects 
the need to increase revenues to contemplate the upcoming boat basin bulk head project.   

Total Income with these proposed increases is estimated at $471,412 … $357,737 from property taxes and the 
remaining $113,675 from other sources (rentals, activity fees, etc.). Thus, total income is budgeted to be 
approximately $34,003 higher than the current year forecast and $34,477 higher than this year’s budget. 

Ordinary Expenses are budgeted at $421,280 – an increase of $580 versus this fiscal year’s forecast and decrease of 
$14,880 over last year’s budget.  A schedule of comparisons to the current year forecast and budgeted expenses is 
part of the budget package. A key item causing budgeted expense decreases versus current year forecast is Security 
costs due to a return to our normal Security coverage time periods. 
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The budget includes a request for New Capital Appropriations totaling $152,572, of which $100,000 is allocated to 
the Boat Basin.  Adding to “unspent” capital reserves (approved in prior year budgets) estimated at $361,072 for 
June 30, 2021, total designated capital should be approximately $513,644 by the end of the upcoming fiscal year.  
Once approved, these funds are approved for spending at any time in the future.  

Total expenses plus capital and reserve items are, thus, budgeted at $573,451 (ordinary expenses of $421,279 plus 
capital reserves of $152,172).   

Budgeted capital expenditures and reserve items are as follows: 

• Beach –         $   1,000 

• Boat Basin –  100,000 

• Grounds –        17,250 

• Recreation –     21,322 

• Roads –        10,000  

• Security –           2,600   
 Total –    $152,172 

The financial position of the Association is reflected in the balance sheet below: 

 
      Actual   Forecast   Budget 
      6/30/20 *  6/30/21   6/30/22  

ASSETS 
Cash & Equivalents    $ 841,847 $ 872,743  $ 859,876 * 
Accounts Receivable           7,770      10,000       10,000 
Total Current Assets    $ 849,617           $ 882,743               $ 869,876 
Restricted vs. Unrestricted Funds 
Restricted Funds           273,825      360,679      449,851 
Unrestricted Funds        575,792     522,064      420,025  
Total Cash      $ 849,616  $ 882,743   $ 869,876 
 
   *Assumes capital spending of $63,000 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Helen L. Francis, Treasurer 
Point O’Woods Association  
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PROPOSED ORDINANCE CHANGES 

 
The following are proposed additions to Chapter 3 – Acts of Nuisance.  They do not replace existing 
sections. 
Section 12 (NEW)  
Use of tobacco products, electronic cigarettes or vaping on the Association (Main) beach. 
Rationale:  This is intended to prohibit smoking or vaping on the beach.  The overall direction in society is 
to restrict where people can smoke or vape.  The dangers of second-hand smoke are well 
documented.  We should not be subjecting our children and grandchildren to this.   Cigarette butts also 
contribute to litter on the beach. 
 

Section 13 (NEW) 
Operation of a golf cart on Point O’Woods roads between the hours of Midnight and 6 am during the 
months of May through September. 
Rationale:  Golf carts are becoming more and more of a nuisance late at night.  Most of the traffic at that 
time of night would seem to be teenagers joyriding.  Gas carts also contribute to noise and disturb those 
sleeping. 
 

Section 14 (NEW)   
Jumping into Three Mile River from Point O’ Woods property 

Rationale:  Jumping into Three Mile River is dangerous.  There is boat traffic and rocks and those who 
jump endanger themselves and others.  
 
Section 15 (NEW)  
Pursuant to Charter Section 1.5(27), the Association hereby finds and concludes that the keeping of grass 
and/or weeds on property at a length of over eight inches is a nuisance to the other members and 
property owners within the Association.   
Failure to keep grass and weeds to a length of eight inches or less. In the event of violation, a notice will 
be sent by Point O’Woods Association, Inc. to the record owners of the parcel at their last known address 
and the owners shall have seven days to comply from the date the notice is mailed. In the event 
compliance is not achieved within said time period Point O’Woods Association Inc. and its designee shall 
be deemed appointed the authority to enter onto the parcel for the purpose of cutting, destroying (by all 
legal means) and/or removing the grass and weeds. Each day the parcel is not in compliance will 
constitute a separate violation.  The following areas and vegetation are exempt: gardens; landscaping 
plants including ornamental grasses; naturally wooded areas, regulated wetlands; meadows; natural dune 
grass or other sea grasses; any plant or vegetation that is protected under law.  Pursuant to Charter 
Section 1.5(51), in order to provide for the prompt payment of the costs incurred by the Association to 
remedy the nuisance defined in this Ordinance, the Association may place a lien against the real property 
where a nuisance was abated and remedied. 
Rationale:  Letting grass grow without cutting it is not only unsightly, but also a health hazard.  This will 
allow POW to have the grass cut and bill the property owner.  If the bill is unpaid, a lien may be placed on 
the property. 
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Section 16 (NEW) 
Dumping any debris including yard waste in any stream, watercourse or body of water within the 
territorial limits of Point O’Woods.  
Rationale:  One such watercourse has been adversely affected by continuous dumping of leaves and 
other yard waste by abutting landowners to the point where it is causing upstream flooding.   Point 
O’Woods will be spending significant taxpayer money to abate the problem.  
 
The following is intended to amend an existing ordinance.  Chapter 3 Acts of Nuisance 
Section 10. (AMENDED) 
 [Bathing, fishing and swimming in Three Mile River adjoining the beach at Champion Road to the end of 
the steel bulkhead discharging into Long Island Sound.] Fishing from POW property between the west 
bridge over Three Mile River and the seaward end of the jetty from May 15th to October 15th. 
Rationale:  Per State Regulations (Public Trust) we cannot regulate bathing, fishing or swimming in Three 
Mile River.  Although we cannot prohibit anybody from fishing in Three Mile River, we can prohibit fishing 
from Point O’ Woods property. 

 
Title VII 

Financial Controls 
Section 3. (AMENDED) All expenditures over $7,500 will require that at least three competitive bids be 
solicited, except in case of an emergency or natural disaster where urgent circumstances do not allow for 
the solicitation of three bids and urgent action is required to protect the health, welfare and/or safety of 
residents.   Where possible, local contractors are to be given preference and the bids are to be from the 
same written bid specifications. 
 
Section 9. (AMENDED) All contracts for goods and services costing in excess of $7,500 are to be 
authorized by the Board and executed by the President or Vice President. Notwithstanding the foregoing, 
in the event of an emergency or natural disaster, where immediate action is required to protect the 
health, welfare and/or safety of residents, only those contracts costing $20,000 or greater will need 
preapproval of the Board.    However, under such urgent circumstance where the contract cost is in excess 
of $7,500, but less than $20,000 approvals by the appropriate commissioner and the President or Vice 
President is required and the contract shall  be placed on the agenda for the next regular Board meeting 
for discussion and ratification. 
Rationale:   In an emergency quick action is often needed to prevent injury or death and to promote the 
health, safety and welfare of our citizens.   All of our roads are private and we are solely responsible for 
keeping them clear to always provide access for emergency vehicles – such as firetrucks, ambulances and 
police cars - and providing ingress and egress to our residents. A natural disaster is one example where 
fallen trees can prevent access to our streets. When such emergency arises, which can cause power and 
Internet outages, even a virtual Board meeting may not be feasible.  In person meetings may not be 
feasible as people often scatter during a natural disaster or may be elsewhere. This change allows some 
immediate work to be done to at least address the urgency while still maintaining controls to regulate 
spending.  
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The Women’s Club of Point O’Woods 
2021 Membership Application  

Sharon Szestakow (860 869-8907) & Pat O’Neil (860 805-0839) Co-

Presidents 
 
This is an invitation to become a member of the Point O’Woods Women’s Club. Please help support 
the many activities we bring to the community with a $10.00 donation to assure Point O’Woods is the 
best place to be in the summer!!   

Membership $10.00 
Mailing Address:  The Women’s Club of Point O’Woods 

PO BOX    385 
   South Lyme, CT 60376 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

The Women’s Club of Point O’Woods Membership Application 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 
POW Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

City: South Lyme_______ State: _CT____ Zip code: _06376__________ 
Tel Phone: _______________________          Cell Phone: ______________________ 
Home Address: __________________________________________________________    
City: ________________________________ State: _________ Zip code: ___________  
Cell Phone:  __________________________________________ 
Email Address: ______________________________________ 
 
Note:   This information is for the Women’s club only.  It will not be shared to any third party.  

pointowoodsct.com 
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2021 Women’s Club Events Calendar 
 

June 25th First Meeting at the pavilion; rain date June 26th 

June 27th Welcome Social Breakfast at the pavilion - Chairman, Sharon Szestakow and Pat O’Neil 

July (TBA) Wine Tasting – Chairman, Sue Bookman 

July 4th Bike Parade – Chairman, Sue Bookman 

July 15th Paint Party – Chairman, Dottie Cipolla 

July 24th Dinner Dance – Chairman, Mariann Fitch 

July 25th Craft Fair – Chairman, Maryann Colwick 

August (TBA) Lady Katherine Cruise – Chairman, Nancy Roser 

August 14th Golf Cart Parade – Chairman, Dottie Cipolla 

August 14th Ice Cream Social – Chairman, Denise Hyde 

August 18th Women’s Club Dinner – Chairman, Lauretta Johnson & Marion Hull 

 
 


