
POINT O’WOODS BOARD OF GOVERNORS’ MEETING 
July 26, 2022  6:30 – 9:00PM 

Old Lyme Library 
Community Room 

2 Library Lane, Old Lyme, CT 
860-434-5686     pointowoodsct.com      powbeachoffice@gmail.com.  

Approved Minutes 
 

Type of Meeting: Regular 
Secretary: Joan Lanzo 
Attendees: Abe Krisst, Carl Filios, Fred Callahan, Mike LaFleur, Bud Phelps, Jamie Noel, Helen Francis, John Sulick, 
Randy McHugh, Mike Aron 
 
Abe Krisst called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm and the meeting was conducted virtually and in person.  
 
Citizen Speak: 
Lorraine Gibson, 45 Connecticut Road asked for clarification for how renter’s golf cart registration are handled for 
those carts that are delivered by rental companies; if temporary stickers are still assigned as in the past and asked 
that the policy be addressed by the BOG. 
Joe Minkos, 25 Massachusetts Road volunteered to participate on the committee for short term rentals. 
 
Approve Agenda: 
Bud made a motion to approve the agenda and Carl seconded.  All were in favor and the motion carried. 
 
Secretary’s Report: 
Randy mentioned that he had a request from Mary Berry to amend the minutes from the 6-28-22 regular meeting 
regarding Mary’s comments over the Point O’ Woods logo.  He mentioned that the minutes should be revised to 
reflect Mary’s request not to redesign the logo but rather spell out the title of Point O’ Woods on all future parking 
and golf cart stickers, and like items.   Bud made a motion to approve the revised minutes to reflect the corrected 
language and Mike LaFleur seconded.  All were in favor and the motion carried. 
Randy made a motion to approve the minutes from the 6-28-22 Special Meeting and Bud seconded.  All were in 
favor and the motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Helen stated that she did not distribute a financial package to the BOG for review due to the final year end 
numbers still being calculated and she will discuss the Boat Basin project further on the agenda.  She said a full 
report including final year end numbers in addition to July calculations will be presented at the August meeting.  
 
Guest Speaker: 
John Maschi from the Peter Bakker Agency reviewed the Association insurance policy and stated that the renewal 
policy increase was a minimal 1%.  He stated that typical increases for homeowner associations can range from 8-
15% but due to the good standing of the Association, only a slight increase was realized.  He stated that the long-
standing relationship with the insurance carrier, the fine management of the Association and the high level of 
cooperation from the BOG and related members has created an excellent working relationship.  John mentioned 
there will be a short-term policy put in place while the boat basin work is conducted, and it will be a small cost to 
the Association.  He stated that possible future insurance requirements could include the addition of beach 
lifeguards; without the Association hiring guards a possibility exists that the umbrella policy would not be renewed 
and the Association would need to seek new coverage.  John stated that his agency is now part of a larger group of 
agencies and is acquiring a new homeowner’s association market segment which might be a coverage option for 
the Association.  Carl mentioned the BOG will need to consider how to secure and maintain guards for the beach.   
 



REVIEW OF OLD BUSINESS: 
WPCA Appointment: 
Will Szestakow updated the status of the open position on the WPCA and said that a candidate had been identified 
and has agreed to serve; Andrew Stifel, 25 Seaview Road.  Carl mentioned that Chuck Tatelbaum had expressed an 
interest to serve, and Will stated that Chuck will be considered as positions open in the near future.  Fred made a 
motion to appoint Andrew Stifel to the WPCA board and Bud seconded.  All were in favor and the motion carried. 
 
Boat Basin Finance Update: 
Abe stated that the contract with Machnik Bros. had been signed and he also stated that the Association will need 
to get approval from the Town of Old Lyme for the boat basin work.  Randy said under state statutes, since we are 
a beach association with less than 50% full time residents of Old Lyme, the Town of Old Lyme has to consent to our 
bond issuance for fund the boat basin restoration.  Randy stated this information will be voted on at the Old Lyme 
Special Town Meeting scheduled for 7/28/22 @ 7:30 pm.     
Helen stated that when Dime Bank created the commitment letter for the financing of the boat basin, the 
commitment letter terms were contingent on the Association having a federal tax-exempt status and had set the 
loan rate to reflect as such.  She explained that due to this contingency, and the Association ended up not having a 
federal tax-exempt status, the commitment letter was amended to reflect a new loan rate of 5.62% (fixed), locked 
for a closing to occur no later than 8/15/22.   The rate was changed due to the lack of federal tax-exempt status.   
Randy stated that since the Association cannot issue a bond on a federally tax-exempt status, our bond closing 
attorney has identified a statutory basis under Connecticut General Statute Section 7-369a for the Board of 
Governors to find that the issuance of the bond on such federally taxable basis and consequent .75% increase in 
the interest rate is in the public interest of the Association rather than go back to the Association for a modified 

approval.  Randy made a motion to find that the issuance of the $820,000 bond to finance the boat basin 

restoration of the east wall and the boat ramp approved at the June Annual Association Meeting on a federally 
taxable basis resulting in an increase to interest rate of 0.75% is in the public interest of the Association pursuant 
to Connecticut General Statute Section 7-369a and directing the issuance of the Bonds on such basis. Bud 
seconded. Carl moved to amend the motion to add the year of the annual meeting, and Mike LaFleur seconded. 
However, the motion to amend the motion was withdrawn by Carl and Mike LaFleur before it was restated by Abe. 
A discussion of the original motion ensued, and the board members felt that the public interest is that without the 
bond issuance, which can only be done on a federally taxable basis, the restoration project cannot proceed which 
would lead to the failure of the wall and substantial erosion and sediment contaminating Three Mile River which is 
a title river feeding a marshland from Long Island Sound.  Further, Randy mentioned that we would lose all 
revenue from the boat slips that we could no longer have and the parking lot would be impacted as well.   
Therefore, the issuance on a federally taxable basis even with a higher interest rate is in the public interest. The 
Board voted unanimously to approve the motion. 
Abe explained that a special BOG meeting will be held on 7/28/22 @ 5:30 pm, to approve the minutes of this 
meeting per bank requirements to close on the loan.  He urged all available BOG members to attend. 
 
Nominating Committee: 
Abe stated that Heidi Fontenau has agreed to serve on the Nominating Committee and fill the open position.  Fred 
made a motion to add Heidi to the Nominating Committee and Bud seconded.  All were in favor and the motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Short Term Rental Committee: 
Carl said that the committee had convened their first meeting and the purpose of the meeting was to define the 
direction of the committee.  He said that Mike Lafleur will discuss rental maintenance issues with Rick Frascarelli 
and Jamie Noel will address security issues with Randy.  Carl said he had also discussed related security issues with 
Chuck Tatelbaum and the research collected will be presented and discussed at the next meeting to determine if 
the creation of an ordinance is necessary. 
 
 



Old Lyme Ordinances: 
Carl reviewed ordinances in place that were created in 1960 and discussion was related to what is enforceable 
within the Association by Old Lyme police officers.  Bud suggested that the ordinances be added to the website. 
 
Standard Protocols for Beach Events: 
John Sulick stated the BOG should consider some flexibility of the rules for certain events, such as concerts on the 
beach.  Randy stated there can be some flexibility, but safety cannot be compromised.  Mike Aron suggested the 
BOG consider a blanket ordinance that would address the relaxation of the rules for certain events.  John Sulick 
stated that during events he will stress the rules, specifically the safety related items. 
 
Golf Cart Rules and Regulation Requirements: 
Randy reported that side numbers will again be attached to the golf carts next year.  He also said that there have 
been repeated issues of under-age erratic drivers of golf carts in the Association.  He said that the reminder that 
was posted several weeks ago has been positively received even though some problems continue.  He asked if 
notices to parents of the under-age drivers acting irresponsibly is a good idea and Carl suggested a ticketing system 
to the golf cart owners.  Randy urged the BOG to pay close attention to this problem and report all dangerous 
activity to both himself and security company.  The BOG members were in favor of additional measures to be 
taken by security to eliminate the under-age driving. 
 
Parking Lot Attendants: 
Randy stated that the season had begun without the attendants at the lot but were added back at the request of 
Fred.  Randy did not think it was a good suggestion to bring them back even for weekends and holidays. 
 
Dime Bank Brokerage Account: 
Helen reported that Dime Bank has a relationship with a brokerage firm and that the BOG should consider opening 
an account with the firm to buy Treasury Bills.  She stated the Treasury Bills pay a higher interest rate than 
traditional Certificates of Deposit and she suggested buying these bills to hold funds not immediately being used 
from the Dime Bank loan and existing Association savings.  She stated that opening 1 – 3 month Bills would 
generate income back to Association.   
Randy made a motion to allow the BOG, specifically Helen and Abe, to open an account with LPL Financial through 
its relationship with Dime Bank, to only purchase Treasury Bills to hold Association funds and earn income for the 
Association.  Bud seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion carried.   
 
Kayak Area and Intersection of Carrington and Walnut Roads: 
Fred stated that a resident had asked to add a kayak rack on the beach for residents to donate their kayaks for by 
other Association members.  Fred stated concerns about who would maintain the rack and Carl questioned if there 
was a liability issue.  Mike LaFleur suggested the insurance company should advise on the liability question and 
Mike Aron agreed that if there is no liability and no cost to the Association, the rack should be allowed. Fred 
agreed to check with John Maschi to see if there would be any liability issues. Bud stated that he will address the 
issue with Rick Frascarelli in maintenance. 
 
Fred said a resident had asked if a stop sign could be added to the intersection of Walnut & Carrington Roads due 
to safety concerns.  Bud stated that he will address with the resident.  The BOG was in support of this effort. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
Bud said he had received a resident complaint about the light at Hillcrest & Sargent Roads.  Mike LaFleur stated 
that he has contacted CL&P in the past and was told nothing could be done.  Bud said he had told the resident the 
same.  
 
COMMISSIONER REPORTS: 
Recreation: 
John Sulick said that the events have been received well and there has been excellent participation.   
 



 
Beach/Security: 
Fred stated that 4 residents had ran the front gate and license plates were recorded.  Fred conversed with the 
offenders and there have been no further offenses. 
Ordinances: 
Carl asked if the BOG needs to address the membership regarding electric golf carts instead of gas powered carts 
and the BOG decided not to address.  Bud and Fred stated there had been strong opposition in the past to 
requiring all carts be electric.  Carl also said he will work on re-wording the ordinance related to events within the 
Association.  He also said the Gifts & Tributes committee had not yet met. 
 
Boat Basin:   
Abe stated that he had been contacted by The Day regarding the boat basin restoration and he said a short article 
will be published. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
Mike LaFleur made a motion to adjourn and Mike Aron seconded.  All were in favor and the motion carried. 
The meeting adjourned at 8:33 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 

 


